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Please take this FREE directory and visit our museums.
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Use the handy map inside to plan and guide your tour.
Plan a visit to these unique Tri-River Museums

housed in a variety of historic buildings:
• Ada History Center – house and barn in Ada
• Belding Museum & “The Bel” – in Belrockton Silk Mill Dormitory
• Boston/Saranac Historical Society – a depot museum in Saranac
• Bowne Township – museum, carriage house, school – near Alto
• Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum – in former town hall
• Cascade Historical Museum – in historical old township hall
• Cedar Springs Museum – in Morley Park, artifacts and research
• Charlton Park Historical Village – with museum, near Hastings
• Fallasburg Historical Village – near covered bridge, north of Lowell
• Fighting Falcon Military Museum – honors local Greenville veterans
• Flat River Historical Museum – with Victorian Garden in Greenville
• Freeport Historical Society – located in the old Masonic Temple
• Grattan Township Historical Society – 1853 structure west of Belding
• Ionia’s Blanchard House and Museum – in stately Victorian Mansion
• Ionia Free Fair Antique Village – during Ionia Free Fair in July
• Ionia Co. Genealogical Society – Lake Odessa History Room research
• Lake Odessa Historical Society Depot Museum – displays, archives
• Lakeview Area Museum – in old well house/police station/food pantry
• Lowell Area Historical Museum – in old home with Victorian flair
• Lyons/Muir Historical Museum in Lyons – in former store building in Lyons
• Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall & Museum – in 	
   Eaton Rapids
• Oakfield Museum - west of Greenville in old Gleaner Hall in Podunk
• Pine Forest Historical Museum – in historic 1881 church in Edmore
• Plainfield Grand Rogue Historical Society – The Hyser Rivers Museum      
   – north of Grand Rapids
• Portland Area Historical Society — memorabilia in Portland Area Library
• Rockford Area Museum – in former district court building in Rockford
• Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum - located in the park
• Vestaburg Area Historical Society – displays during special events
• Welch Historical Museum – in former hardware store in Sunfield
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Tri-River Historical Museum Network Tri-River Historical Museum Network 
Invites you to DiscoverInvites you to Discover

 West Michigan’s Small Museums  West Michigan’s Small Museums 
for year-Round Adventures in History!for year-Round Adventures in History!

Look inside this booklet to learn more about the location, hours and unique qualities 
of each of the museums or organizations of the Tri-River Historical Museum Network 
located along the Flat, Grand and Thornapple Rivers. All invite you to come and 
discover or remember the rich history and charm of the area and its people, past and 
present.

Check out the map in the center of this directory to see where to go – then bring your 
family and friends to take a look into the past to see what life was like before all of 
today’s modern technology.  Keep this directory handy for year ‘round reference as 
you travel West Michigan.

Tri-River Historical Museum Network Invites you to Discover 
West Michigan’s Small Museums for Year-Round Adventures in History!  

Look inside this booklet to learn more about the location, hours and unique qualities of each of the museums or 
organizations of the Tri-River Historical Museum Network located along the Flat, Grand and Thornapple Rivers. All 
invite you to come and discover or remember the rich history and charm of the area and its people, past and present.  

Check out the map in the center of this booklet to see where to go – then bring your family and friends to take a look 
into the past to see what life was like before all of today’s modern technology. Keep this booklet handy for year ‘round 
reference as you travel West Michigan!  

 

 
The Tri-River “SPRING INTO THE PAST” tour of small museums 

received the History Award for Special Events/Tours 
from the Historical Society of Michigan in 2021! 

------------------------- 
The 2023 “SPRING INTO THE PAST” tour of small museums 

will feature the theme “Feeding the Family”. 
Visit several museums on this special weekend and see how each 

one depicts the theme in its various displays and exhibits! 
Saturday, May 5th   11 am to 5 pm;    Sunday, May 6th  noon to 5 pm  

 
 

(Karen/Sally - We may change hours, judging from comments last year? 
Can insert new 2023 tour logo if we have it-Dave McCord is working on it.) 

 
 
 
 

 

The Tri-River “SPRING INTO THE PAST” tour of small museums 
received the History Award for Special Events/Tours from the 

Historical Society of Michigan in 2021!”

Tri-River Area Historical Museum Network
Mission Statement

To provide collaborative support to the small museums within the Tri-River 
area while recognizing the unique qualities of each museum. 

Chairperson: Judy Gager (jagager@aol.com)
Secretary/Treasurer: Marian Bolhuis (616-676-2426)

FACEBOOK: “Tri River Museum Network”
2025-2026 Directory Designed by: David Thompson – Hooper Printing

Phone: 616.897.6719    Email: orders@hooperprinting.com
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Our annual Spring Into the Past the first weekend in May will be 
changing somewhat. Since our museums cover such a broad area, we 
have divided into a North Tri-River and a South Tri-River to see if we 
can get more visitors to a more concentrated area of museums for 
this event.  Participating museums will be open that Saturday from 11 
am to 5 pm and that Sunday from 1 to 5 pm. We hope many will visit 
our small-town museums and learn about their local history! 
 
In 2025, the North Tri-River museums will all be open for Spring Into 
the Past May 3 and 4, while other museums will be open their usual 
hours.  North museums include Lakeview, Edmore, Vestaburg, Sand 
Lake, Cedar Springs, Rockford, Grattan, Belding, Plainfield, and 
Oakfield, Fighting Falcon and Flat River in Greenville. 
  (See map in center of this directory) 
In 2026, the South Tri-River museums will be open May 2 and 3 for 
Spring Into the Past, while other museums will be open their usual 
hours.  South museums include Ada, Cascade, Fallasburg, Lowell, 
Saranac, Ionia, Lyons-Muir, Portland, Byron Center, Bowne Twp, 
Freeport, Lake Odessa, Sunfield, Charlton Park in Hastings and 
Michigan GAR in Eaton Rapids. 
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Michigan GAR in Eaton Rapids.  

Celebrating America’s 250-year 
Anniversary, our theme for 2025-26 

will be “Tracing Our Routes”. 
How did we get where we are? 
Who created the pathways that 

became our roads and highways? 
Why did early pioneers  

settle in our communities? 
How have the Tri-Rivers (Flat, Grand 

and Thornapple Rivers) affected travel 
and commerce over the years? 

What changes did railroads bring as 
they came - and as they left? 
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1.  Ada History Center                           
7144 Headley Street, PO Box 741, Ada, MI 49301                                                                               
Phone: 616.676.9346     
www.AdaHistoryCenter.org

The Ada History Center includes the Averill Historical 
Museum of Ada, the activities of the Ada Historical 
Society, the community archival collections, as well 
as an 1870’s barn, variety of gardens and park-like 

grounds, and monuments to Rix Robinson. The Ada Historical Society offers 
educational programming, community events, and local history exhibits.  Ada 
History Center is open 1-4pm on Tuesdays, Fridays, and the 1st Saturday of 
the month from March-December.  Please check the website for up-to-date 
info on hours and programming.  

2. Belding Museum—Belrockton Dormitory
108 Hanover Street, Belding, MI 48809
Phone: 616.794.1900 ext.425
beldingmuseum@gmail.com    
www.ci.belding.mi.us      

 Belding Museum

The Belrockton, which houses the Belding Museum, is 
the last remaining dormitory of the original three in Belding. It was built in 1906 by 
the Belding Bros. Manufacturing Company to house the single women who worked 
in their four silk mills. During its heyday, Belding was known as the “Silk Capital of 
the World.” The museum occupies three floors and features the silk industry and 
the community’s unique role in Michigan history. It’s open the first Sunday of 
each month from 1:00 to 4:00pm.  Admission is free. Contact us for a tour or 
more information.

“THE BEL” (Belding Exploration Lab)
108 Hanover St, Belding, MI 48809 
Phone: 616.794.1900 ext.425
beldingmuseum@gmail.com  
www.ci.belding.mi.us  

 BEL-Belding Exploration Lab

The BEL encourages visitors of all ages to Build, Explore and Learn in a safe, 
stimulating environment. Visitors can explore science and history in a hands-on 
environment. You may “fly over Belding” in an airplane or fish on the Flat in a 
Belding-made boat! Winter monthly hours are from September through May.  
First Sunday of each month 1:00-4:00pm and first Wednesday of each month 
1:00-4:00pm.  Summer Weekly Hours are June through August.  Tuesdays 
from 10:00am – 1:00pm. Wednesdays from 1:00-4:00pm. Admission is free, but 
children must be accompanied by an adult. To book a tour or for more info, contact 
us at beldingmuseum@gmail.com  

 

28.  Rockford Area Museum (RAM) 
21 S. Monroe   Rockford, MI 49341  
Phone 616.866.2235 
The Rockford Area Museum is now proudly 
greeting visitors six days a week the year 
around.     Designed to be very family friendly, 
there are interactive displays for kids that 
educate and entertain.  Plenty of great artifacts 
tell the story of the entire Rockford area’s history.  

Artfully combined with bold graphics that include a “forest” where kids can play 
and parents can relax, the new RAM sets a unique standard of excellence for 
small city museums.  A presentation area shows videos of historic significance, 
including moments in Rockford’s history from as long ago as the 1930’s as well 
as more recent events like the Rockford Band’s appearance in the 1986 Rose 
Parade. The RAM is closed on Mondays.  Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday from 1-4 pm; Thursday 10 am – 4 pm; Saturday: Noon – 4 pm.   
Research assistance is available by appointment.  There is no charge for 
admission to the RAM, services, tours, or outside presentations.  
 
29.  Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum / Historical Society 

2 E. Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 
Located in Salisbury Park. 
Our building was originally a church and later served 
as village office and public library. In 1977 the village 
made plans for a new municipal building on the 
property. The Chamber of Commerce moved the 
building across the street into the park where a group 
of ladies from the village collected many historical 
items and started the museum. In 1969 “The Sand 
Lake Story” was released in book form celebrating our 
100th anniversary. The museum strives to preserve 

and share the history of the Sand Lake area. Our museum is open the 4th 
Tuesday of every month from noon to 7 pm or by appointment. Email: 
historicalsociety@villageofsandlake.org  Facebook: Sand Lake Historical 
Society / Salisbury Museum.  
 
30.  Vestaburg Area Historical Society 
P.O. Box 302, Vestaburg, MI 48891 
Phone: (989) 640-0056 
Vestaburg Area Historical Society was formed in 2015 for the purpose of 
preserving the history of Vestaburg and the surrounding areas.  During this 
organizational phase, they don’t have a museum but will have a display area at 
the township hall, as well as historical displays at the Railroad Depot during 
Vestaburg Community Days in July. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm at the Richland Township Hall, 8755 3rd Street, Vestaburg, 
MI and everyone is welcome.  If anyone has any pictures or articles regarding 
the Vestaburg area, please call the contact number, email us 
at  gram06@yahoo.com  or visit Vestaburg Area Historical Society on 
Facebook. 
 
 

1.  The Alton Historic Church Museum 
2780 Lincoln Lake Ave NE, Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.745.1316 
At the intersection of Lincoln Lake Road and 3 Mile 
Ave, just 5 miles north of Lowell, lies the village of 
Alton.   The bare crossroads today give but one 
clue to the thriving village that once existed.  Here, 
where  the first log school house in Vergennes 
township once stood, stands the historic Alton 
church building, surrounded by cemetery.  The 

Alton church, owned by the community, housed numerous church 
congregations through the years, and is now home to displays highlighting 
the village in its peak during the 1880’s and 90’s.  Families fleeing the 
Canadian rebellion of 1838 settled the Alton village.  The village grew steadily 
over time, until the 1890’s, when the village saw a great immigration of Swiss 
settlers.  It later declined as the railroad passed the village by.  Facebook:  
Alton Historic Church Museum.  Email:  altonchurchmuseum@yahoo.com.   
 
2.  Averill Historical Museum of Ada/Ada Historical Society 

7144 Headley Street, PO Box 741 
Ada, MI 49301.  Phone:  616.676.9346 
The Ada Historical Society, formed in 1974, 
maintains the Averill Historical Museum of Ada.  
The museum, located across from the Ada Post 
Office in an 1870 farmhouse, features permanent 
and temporary exhibits on the history of the Ada 
community.  Museum grounds include a late 19th 
century barn with a farm garden and barn quilt 

block, Rix Robinson memorial, dahlia and pollinator gardens.  Gift shop offers 
many Ada-themed items.  Ada Historical Society welcomes members to join 
as they preserve, share, and celebrate the unique history of the Ada 
community.  Museum hours are Fridays and Saturdays, 1-4:00 pm, March-
December. 
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Bowne 
Township 
Historical 

Commission 
 

8240 Alden Nash Ave., SE 
Alto,  Michigan  49302 

Find us on Facebook  
Bring this ad with you and receive $5.00 off 

a $10.00 purchase of merchandise. 

 
We like Trains! 
Do You? 
616.784.7264 
Visit us at our 

depot in  
Sparta, MI 

371 N. Union 

 

4.  Belding Museum—Belrockton Dormitory 
108 Hanover Street, Belding, MI 48809 
Phone:  616.794.1900 ext.425 
The Belrockton, which houses the Belding 
Museum, is the last remaining dormitory of the 
original three in Belding.  It was built in 1906 
by the Belding Bros. Manufacturing Company 
to house the single women who worked in their 

four silk mills.  During its heyday, Belding was known as the “Silk Capital 
of the World.”   The museum occupies three floors and features the silk 
industry and the community’s unique role in Michigan history.  It’s open 
the first Sunday of each month from 1 to 4 p.m.  Admission is free. 
To book a tour or more information contact:  
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  www.ci.belding.mi.us 
or Facebook. 
 
“THE BEL” (Belding Exploration Lab)  
108 Hanover St, Belding, MI 48809 

The BEL encourages visitors of all ages to Build, Explore 
and Learn in a safe, stimulating environment. Visitors can 
explore science and history in a hands-on environment.  
You may “fly over Belding” in an airplane or fish on the Flat 
in a Belding-made boat!  Summer Hours: June-August, 1st 
Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm and Every Wednesday 9:00-noon 

and 1:00-4:00.  Winter Hours:  September-May, 1st Sunday 1:00-
4:00pm.  For our current hours, please check the Facebook page, BEL-
BeldingExplorationLab.  Admission is free, but children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  To book a tour or for more info, contact us at 
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  Facebook or 
www.ci.belding.mi.us 
 
 
 

 
 

22.  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and 
Museum 

224 South Main St, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
Phone: 517.922.6427 
Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) Memorial Hall and Museum is the only 
museum of its type in the state that is solely 
dedicated to ensuring that the history and 
contributions of the G.A.R. and its Civil War 
Veteran members to Michigan are not 

forgotten.  The museum is located in the former James B. Brainerd Post 
#111 G.A.R. Hall in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.  Built in 1886, the historic 
Italianate two-storied red brick structure houses over 4,700 artifacts and 
records.  The Museum is open the first two Wednesdays of each month, 
patriotic holidays, and by appointment. The Museum can be 
opened any day and time for meetings and tours by contacting the 
Museum ahead of time and arranging a date.  Admission to the Museum 
is free to the public.  Its operation and maintenance rely solely on fully 
tax-deductible annual sponsorships and donations.  
www.garmuseum.weebly.com, Facebook: Michigan’s Grand Army of the 
Republic Memorial Hall and Museum, Email: GARmichigan@gmail.com. 
 
23. Midwest Miniatures Museum  

WE’RE MOVING to Grand Haven! 
Open in Hickory Corners until Nov 30, 2019 
6855 W Hickory Road 
Hickory Corners, MI 49060 (next to Gilmore Car Museum) 
Phone: (269) 671-4404 
Coming to Grand Haven in 2020! 
The Museum features fine quality miniatures 

currently displayed in a gallery setting in a picturesque white farmhouse. 
Children and adults alike are fascinated by the tiny architectural styles 
and scenes that depict historical time periods. The Museum proudly 
exhibits works of miniature art from hundreds of artists. Visit our 
website or find us on Facebook for information about our hours 
and days of operation and updates about our move to Grand 
Haven. Call for group tours or special events.   
Website: www.midwestminiaturesmuseum.com 
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Open 1-4pm 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday  
Sunday 

 

www.lowellmuseum.org 
616-897-7688 

325 W. Main Street 

TRI RIVER ACTIVITIES ON FACEBOOK 
Visit Tri River Historical Museum Network on Facebook to learn about special activities 

at our member museums.  Special speakers, programs and notices are posted 
frequently to keep members and the public informed.  Check it out!  

 

4.  Belding Museum—Belrockton Dormitory 
108 Hanover Street, Belding, MI 48809 
Phone:  616.794.1900 ext.425 
The Belrockton, which houses the Belding 
Museum, is the last remaining dormitory of the 
original three in Belding.  It was built in 1906 
by the Belding Bros. Manufacturing Company 
to house the single women who worked in their 

four silk mills.  During its heyday, Belding was known as the “Silk Capital 
of the World.”   The museum occupies three floors and features the silk 
industry and the community’s unique role in Michigan history.  It’s open 
the first Sunday of each month from 1 to 4 p.m.  Admission is free. 
To book a tour or more information contact:  
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  www.ci.belding.mi.us 
or Facebook. 
 
“THE BEL” (Belding Exploration Lab)  
108 Hanover St, Belding, MI 48809 

The BEL encourages visitors of all ages to Build, Explore 
and Learn in a safe, stimulating environment. Visitors can 
explore science and history in a hands-on environment.  
You may “fly over Belding” in an airplane or fish on the Flat 
in a Belding-made boat!  Summer Hours: June-August, 1st 
Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm and Every Wednesday 9:00-noon 

and 1:00-4:00.  Winter Hours:  September-May, 1st Sunday 1:00-
4:00pm.  For our current hours, please check the Facebook page, BEL-
BeldingExplorationLab.  Admission is free, but children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  To book a tour or for more info, contact us at 
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  Facebook or 
www.ci.belding.mi.us 
 
 
 

 
 

22.  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and 
Museum 

224 South Main St, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
Phone: 517.922.6427 
Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) Memorial Hall and Museum is the only 
museum of its type in the state that is solely 
dedicated to ensuring that the history and 
contributions of the G.A.R. and its Civil War 
Veteran members to Michigan are not 

forgotten.  The museum is located in the former James B. Brainerd Post 
#111 G.A.R. Hall in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.  Built in 1886, the historic 
Italianate two-storied red brick structure houses over 4,700 artifacts and 
records.  The Museum is open the first two Wednesdays of each month, 
patriotic holidays, and by appointment. The Museum can be 
opened any day and time for meetings and tours by contacting the 
Museum ahead of time and arranging a date.  Admission to the Museum 
is free to the public.  Its operation and maintenance rely solely on fully 
tax-deductible annual sponsorships and donations.  
www.garmuseum.weebly.com, Facebook: Michigan’s Grand Army of the 
Republic Memorial Hall and Museum, Email: GARmichigan@gmail.com. 
 
23. Midwest Miniatures Museum  

WE’RE MOVING to Grand Haven! 
Open in Hickory Corners until Nov 30, 2019 
6855 W Hickory Road 
Hickory Corners, MI 49060 (next to Gilmore Car Museum) 
Phone: (269) 671-4404 
Coming to Grand Haven in 2020! 
The Museum features fine quality miniatures 

currently displayed in a gallery setting in a picturesque white farmhouse. 
Children and adults alike are fascinated by the tiny architectural styles 
and scenes that depict historical time periods. The Museum proudly 
exhibits works of miniature art from hundreds of artists. Visit our 
website or find us on Facebook for information about our hours 
and days of operation and updates about our move to Grand 
Haven. Call for group tours or special events.   
Website: www.midwestminiaturesmuseum.com 
 

 
 

7 18 

Open 1-4pm 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday  
Sunday 

 

www.lowellmuseum.org 
616-897-7688 

325 W. Main Street 

TRI RIVER ACTIVITIES ON FACEBOOK 
Visit Tri River Historical Museum Network on Facebook to learn about special activities 

at our member museums.  Special speakers, programs and notices are posted 
frequently to keep members and the public informed.  Check it out!  



6

 

May 2 and 3, 2020 
(Saturday 11AM-5PM and Sunday 

NOON TO 5PM) 
 

During the first weekend of May every 
year, the museums of the     

Tri-River Historical Museum Network host 
their annual open house  

when ALL member museums are open 
the SAME days and hours    

for your convenience!   
 

Use the map inside this booklet to select 
an area and tour several museums on the 

same day to discover their local history 
and enjoy their special displays on this 

year’s transportation theme. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  MAY 1 & 2, 2021 

24.  Oakfield Museum 
11009 Podunk Avenue NE,  
Greenville, MI 48838  
(No mail delivery at this address) 
Phone 616.754.4553 
The Museum is housed in a 1901 structure 
built as the meeting place for the “Ancient 
Order of Gleaners” and then used as a 
township hall from 1931-1987. This historic 

building was restored and now houses photos and artifacts of the area 
including the White Swan School,  Podunk Mill, Oakfield Union Chapel 
and Harvard businesses.   Upstairs is a raised stage with scenic 
backdrop and advertising sideboards, as well as agricultural and home 
life displays, including a Stevens Dishwasher patented in 1886! 
Genealogical research material is also available. The museum is open 
the first weekend in May for Spring Into the Past and then the 
second and fourth Sundays in June-September from 2-4pm.  
Website: commoncorners.com/oakfield  
 
25.  Pine Forest Historical Museum 

402 East Home Street, Edmore, MI  48829 
Phone:  989.427.3843 or 989.427.5801 or 
989.561.2869 
Take a fantasy filled stroll back through the 
wonders of  America gone by and visit 
Edmore’s  museum.  Opened in 1983, the 
museum is located in the former Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church.  A couple of the more exotic exhibits include Victorian 
jewelry made from hair and a glass bookcase owned by a former State 
Treasurer of Illinois – a close personal friend of Abraham Lincoln.  
Museum Open May to Oct. every Thur. from 2-4.  Also open by 
appointment.  Facebook:  Edmore Pine Forest Historical Museum.  
Email:  wshirley2@frontier.com  

 
 

Cedar Springs Summer Car Show 
Great Cars, Trucks & Motorcycles 

Bring the Family!  Join the Fun! 
 
 

Last Saturday in July 
8:00 to 2:00 

 
  

Car Show Located in Morley Park  
60 Cedar Street, Cedar Springs, MI 

(One block south of 17-Mile  and Northland 
Drive).  cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com 

Trophies and 
Prizes! 

Dash Plaques to 
the first 100 cars 

19 6 

161 Main St. PO Box 251 
Sunfield, MI 48890  

April through November: Monday 10-2, 
Wednesday 2-5, Saturday 10-2.  

December through March:  
Saturday 10-2 only or by appointment  

517.449.4895  
FREE ADMISSION 

SPRING INTO THE PAST — Sunday May 3, 2020 
at 6pm.“Old Fashioned Hymn Sing” - Please join us in 
singing the old time hymns, and enjoy historical 
vignettes of Alton pioneers! 

North Country 
Trail 

Association 
 

229 E Main St, 
Lowell, MI  

49331 
616.897.5987 

The North Country Trail is America’s 
longest National Scenic Trail  

stretching 4,600 miles  
from New York to North Dakota. 

BBaarrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  HHiissttoorriiccaall  
SSoocciieettyy  

Programs at the Hastings Public 
Library, 227 E State St, Hastings MI 

at 6 pm. 
 

April 1 – Tips and Tidbits to Help Genealogists 
with Sue Irvine.  May 6 - Dolls and History of 
Dolls with Jenny Sykes.  June 3 – Share your 
Stories of Picnics, Reunions and Threshing 
Parties. August 5 – History of Barry County 
Fairs. October 7 – Flintknapper by Mike Cook.  
November 4 – The Lives of the Barry County 
Indians.  Facebook: “Barry County Historical” 

Lake Odessa Area 
Historical Society     

1117 Emerson Street,  
Lake Odessa  

Invites you to visit its restored 
1887 Depot, its Caboose, and 

its Hosford House  
Visit the Chocolate Shop and The Ice 
Cream Emporium on Fourth Avenue  

The North Country National Scenic 
Trail is America’s longest National 
Scenic Trail stretching 4,800 miles 

from Vermont to North Dakota.”

Lake Odessa Area 
Historical Society

1117 Emerson Street, 
Lake Odessa, MI 48849  

Visit our: 
RESTORED 1887 Depot
REPLICA Freight House and 
Grand Trunk Caboose
VINTAGE Hosford House

The CEDAR SPRINGS MUSEUM has a 
restored one room school house available for 
classrooms to visit. Children and teachers can 
use the school to experience an authentic old 

fashioned day.

Email or call the museum to reserve your day,
cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com

616.696.3335, we are here on Wednesdays

 

 

preserve ● share ● celebrate ● Ada 

www.AdaHistoryCenter.org 
7144 Headley Street, Ada 

616.676.9346 
 

Open Friday & Saturday, 1-4pm or by appointment 
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CURTIS COMMUNITY 
BUILDING 

 
Make us part  

of your special event! 
 
 

Call 989-427-5641 
209 South Sheldon Street 

Edmore, MI 

 

28.  Rockford Area Museum (RAM) 
21 S. Monroe   Rockford, MI 49341  
Phone 616.866.2235 
The Rockford Area Museum is now proudly 
greeting visitors six days a week the year 
around.     Designed to be very family friendly, 
there are interactive displays for kids that 
educate and entertain.  Plenty of great artifacts 
tell the story of the entire Rockford area’s history.  

Artfully combined with bold graphics that include a “forest” where kids can play 
and parents can relax, the new RAM sets a unique standard of excellence for 
small city museums.  A presentation area shows videos of historic significance, 
including moments in Rockford’s history from as long ago as the 1930’s as well 
as more recent events like the Rockford Band’s appearance in the 1986 Rose 
Parade. The RAM is closed on Mondays.  Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday from 1-4 pm; Thursday 10 am – 4 pm; Saturday: Noon – 4 pm.   
Research assistance is available by appointment.  There is no charge for 
admission to the RAM, services, tours, or outside presentations.  
 
29.  Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum / Historical Society 

2 E. Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 
Located in Salisbury Park. 
Our building was originally a church and later served 
as village office and public library. In 1977 the village 
made plans for a new municipal building on the 
property. The Chamber of Commerce moved the 
building across the street into the park where a group 
of ladies from the village collected many historical 
items and started the museum. In 1969 “The Sand 
Lake Story” was released in book form celebrating our 
100th anniversary. The museum strives to preserve 

and share the history of the Sand Lake area. Our museum is open the 4th 
Tuesday of every month from noon to 7 pm or by appointment. Email: 
historicalsociety@villageofsandlake.org  Facebook: Sand Lake Historical 
Society / Salisbury Museum.  
 
30.  Vestaburg Area Historical Society 
P.O. Box 302, Vestaburg, MI 48891 
Phone: (989) 640-0056 
Vestaburg Area Historical Society was formed in 2015 for the purpose of 
preserving the history of Vestaburg and the surrounding areas.  During this 
organizational phase, they don’t have a museum but will have a display area at 
the township hall, as well as historical displays at the Railroad Depot during 
Vestaburg Community Days in July. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm at the Richland Township Hall, 8755 3rd Street, Vestaburg, 
MI and everyone is welcome.  If anyone has any pictures or articles regarding 
the Vestaburg area, please call the contact number, email us 
at  gram06@yahoo.com  or visit Vestaburg Area Historical Society on 
Facebook. 
 
 

1.  The Alton Historic Church Museum 
2780 Lincoln Lake Ave NE, Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.745.1316 
At the intersection of Lincoln Lake Road and 3 Mile 
Ave, just 5 miles north of Lowell, lies the village of 
Alton.   The bare crossroads today give but one 
clue to the thriving village that once existed.  Here, 
where  the first log school house in Vergennes 
township once stood, stands the historic Alton 
church building, surrounded by cemetery.  The 

Alton church, owned by the community, housed numerous church 
congregations through the years, and is now home to displays highlighting 
the village in its peak during the 1880’s and 90’s.  Families fleeing the 
Canadian rebellion of 1838 settled the Alton village.  The village grew steadily 
over time, until the 1890’s, when the village saw a great immigration of Swiss 
settlers.  It later declined as the railroad passed the village by.  Facebook:  
Alton Historic Church Museum.  Email:  altonchurchmuseum@yahoo.com.   
 
2.  Averill Historical Museum of Ada/Ada Historical Society 

7144 Headley Street, PO Box 741 
Ada, MI 49301.  Phone:  616.676.9346 
The Ada Historical Society, formed in 1974, 
maintains the Averill Historical Museum of Ada.  
The museum, located across from the Ada Post 
Office in an 1870 farmhouse, features permanent 
and temporary exhibits on the history of the Ada 
community.  Museum grounds include a late 19th 
century barn with a farm garden and barn quilt 

block, Rix Robinson memorial, dahlia and pollinator gardens.  Gift shop offers 
many Ada-themed items.  Ada Historical Society welcomes members to join 
as they preserve, share, and celebrate the unique history of the Ada 
community.  Museum hours are Fridays and Saturdays, 1-4:00 pm, March-
December. 
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Bowne 
Township 
Historical 

Commission 
 

8240 Alden Nash Ave., SE 
Alto,  Michigan  49302 

Find us on Facebook  
Bring this ad with you and receive $5.00 off 

a $10.00 purchase of merchandise. 

 
We like Trains! 
Do You? 
616.784.7264 
Visit us at our 

depot in  
Sparta, MI 

371 N. Union 

 

 

 

               May 3 & 4, 2025  North Zone Museums 

               May 2 & 3, 2026  South Zone Museums  
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4.  Belding Museum—Belrockton Dormitory 
108 Hanover Street, Belding, MI 48809 
Phone:  616.794.1900 ext.425 
The Belrockton, which houses the Belding 
Museum, is the last remaining dormitory of the 
original three in Belding.  It was built in 1906 
by the Belding Bros. Manufacturing Company 
to house the single women who worked in their 

four silk mills.  During its heyday, Belding was known as the “Silk Capital 
of the World.”   The museum occupies three floors and features the silk 
industry and the community’s unique role in Michigan history.  It’s open 
the first Sunday of each month from 1 to 4 p.m.  Admission is free. 
To book a tour or more information contact:  
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  www.ci.belding.mi.us 
or Facebook. 
 
“THE BEL” (Belding Exploration Lab)  
108 Hanover St, Belding, MI 48809 

The BEL encourages visitors of all ages to Build, Explore 
and Learn in a safe, stimulating environment. Visitors can 
explore science and history in a hands-on environment.  
You may “fly over Belding” in an airplane or fish on the Flat 
in a Belding-made boat!  Summer Hours: June-August, 1st 
Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm and Every Wednesday 9:00-noon 

and 1:00-4:00.  Winter Hours:  September-May, 1st Sunday 1:00-
4:00pm.  For our current hours, please check the Facebook page, BEL-
BeldingExplorationLab.  Admission is free, but children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  To book a tour or for more info, contact us at 
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  Facebook or 
www.ci.belding.mi.us 
 
 
 

 
 

22.  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and 
Museum 

224 South Main St, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
Phone: 517.922.6427 
Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) Memorial Hall and Museum is the only 
museum of its type in the state that is solely 
dedicated to ensuring that the history and 
contributions of the G.A.R. and its Civil War 
Veteran members to Michigan are not 

forgotten.  The museum is located in the former James B. Brainerd Post 
#111 G.A.R. Hall in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.  Built in 1886, the historic 
Italianate two-storied red brick structure houses over 4,700 artifacts and 
records.  The Museum is open the first two Wednesdays of each month, 
patriotic holidays, and by appointment. The Museum can be 
opened any day and time for meetings and tours by contacting the 
Museum ahead of time and arranging a date.  Admission to the Museum 
is free to the public.  Its operation and maintenance rely solely on fully 
tax-deductible annual sponsorships and donations.  
www.garmuseum.weebly.com, Facebook: Michigan’s Grand Army of the 
Republic Memorial Hall and Museum, Email: GARmichigan@gmail.com. 
 
23. Midwest Miniatures Museum  

WE’RE MOVING to Grand Haven! 
Open in Hickory Corners until Nov 30, 2019 
6855 W Hickory Road 
Hickory Corners, MI 49060 (next to Gilmore Car Museum) 
Phone: (269) 671-4404 
Coming to Grand Haven in 2020! 
The Museum features fine quality miniatures 

currently displayed in a gallery setting in a picturesque white farmhouse. 
Children and adults alike are fascinated by the tiny architectural styles 
and scenes that depict historical time periods. The Museum proudly 
exhibits works of miniature art from hundreds of artists. Visit our 
website or find us on Facebook for information about our hours 
and days of operation and updates about our move to Grand 
Haven. Call for group tours or special events.   
Website: www.midwestminiaturesmuseum.com 
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Open 1-4pm 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday  
Sunday 

 

www.lowellmuseum.org 
616-897-7688 

325 W. Main Street 

TRI RIVER ACTIVITIES ON FACEBOOK 
Visit Tri River Historical Museum Network on Facebook to learn about special activities 

at our member museums.  Special speakers, programs and notices are posted 
frequently to keep members and the public informed.  Check it out!  

3. Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI 48881
Phone: 616.642.6248

 Boston Saranac Historical Society

Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot served 
the Grand Trunk Railroad. Moved to its present 

location in 1994, it is now home to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum. 
The Depot not only features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac 
area. Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be open 
for viewing. The Depot Museum is open to the public from May through Sept. 
on the second and fourth Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00pm or by appointment. 
Text 616.902.0043 or 616.745.3571 or call 616.642.6248 or 616.897.7670. 

4. Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage
Shed and School House
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,
Alto, MI 49302
Phone: 616.987.3454  or 616.890.6740

 Bowne Township Historical Commission    
www.bownehistory.org   

			           scjohnson3039@gmail.com

Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 we have been a primarily agricultural 
community. Our museum, school house and carriage shed are filled with artifacts 
and research materials that are available to visitors. NEW OPEN HOURS: 2nd 
Saturday of month June through September 2-4pm or by appointment.
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5.  Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum 
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River  
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI  48881 
Phone:  616.693.2730 or 616.897.7670 
Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot 
served the Grand Trunk Railroad.  Moved to 
its present location in 1994, it is now home 

to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum.  The Depot not only 
features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac area.  
Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be 
open for viewing.  The Depot Museum is open to the public from May 
through Sept. on the second and fourth Sundays from 1 to 4pm or 
as posted.   
 
6.  Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage 

Shed and School House 
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,  
Alto, MI  49302, Phone:  616.868.6424 
Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 
we have been a primarily agricultural 
community.  Our museum, school house and 
carriage shed are filled with artifacts and 

research materials that are available to visitors.   Our museums are 
open the first Sunday of the month June, July and August from 2-4 
or by appointment.  Website: www.bownehistory.org.  e-mail: 
srjohnson4@charter.net  or find us on Facebook 
 
7. Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum 

2506 Prescott St. S.W., Byron Center, MI  49315  
Phone: 616.878.0888   
The Byron Centre Historical Society was founded 
in 1978 with a group of ladies interested in 
preserving and protecting our community history.  
In 1986, with the opening of a new Town Hall, 
the old town hall was offered to the society to 
house their museum.  The museum is now home 

to a look back at our early farming community: general store, doctors’ 
offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm 
house.  The museum is open every Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M.; May-November (or by appointment).  We also offer a meeting 
place for small groups at a modest fee.   Facebook:  Byron Centre 
Historical Museum.  Website   www.byroncentermuseum.com.     
Email:  byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net   
 
 
 
 

21.  Lyons-Muir Historical Museum 
311 E Bridge Street, Lyons MI   
Phone:  616.527.9064 or 989.855.2921 
The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum is located in 
a historic store front that was once the home of 
the Lyons Herald, a weekly newspaper serving 
the City of Lyons.  Open since 1987, the 
Museum has exhibits depicting the history of 

the Lyons-Muir area.  Come and see our 19th Century general store.  The 
Museum is open June, July, August on Saturdays from 11-2 or by 
appointment throughout the year. 

MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  
GGRRAANNDD  AARRMMYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEPPUUBBLLIICC    

MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  HHAALLLL  &&  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
  

224 South Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827 
Email:  GARmichigan@gmail.com 

Website:  http://garmuseum.weebly.com 
Face Book:  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum 

COMMEMORATING THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC  
AND ITS CIVIL WAR UNION VETERAN  

FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL  
   MUSEUM  
 in Greenville  

 

  
“Your Journey Starts Here” 
  Open Sat/Sun from 2-4:30 
      from April-November  
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5.  Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum 
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River  
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI  48881 
Phone:  616.693.2730 or 616.897.7670 
Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot 
served the Grand Trunk Railroad.  Moved to 
its present location in 1994, it is now home 

to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum.  The Depot not only 
features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac area.  
Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be 
open for viewing.  The Depot Museum is open to the public from May 
through Sept. on the second and fourth Sundays from 1 to 4pm or 
as posted.   
 
6.  Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage 

Shed and School House 
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,  
Alto, MI  49302, Phone:  616.868.6424 
Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 
we have been a primarily agricultural 
community.  Our museum, school house and 
carriage shed are filled with artifacts and 

research materials that are available to visitors.   Our museums are 
open the first Sunday of the month June, July and August from 2-4 
or by appointment.  Website: www.bownehistory.org.  e-mail: 
srjohnson4@charter.net  or find us on Facebook 
 
7. Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum 

2506 Prescott St. S.W., Byron Center, MI  49315  
Phone: 616.878.0888   
The Byron Centre Historical Society was founded 
in 1978 with a group of ladies interested in 
preserving and protecting our community history.  
In 1986, with the opening of a new Town Hall, 
the old town hall was offered to the society to 
house their museum.  The museum is now home 

to a look back at our early farming community: general store, doctors’ 
offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm 
house.  The museum is open every Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M.; May-November (or by appointment).  We also offer a meeting 
place for small groups at a modest fee.   Facebook:  Byron Centre 
Historical Museum.  Website   www.byroncentermuseum.com.     
Email:  byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net   
 
 
 
 

21.  Lyons-Muir Historical Museum 
311 E Bridge Street, Lyons MI   
Phone:  616.527.9064 or 989.855.2921 
The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum is located in 
a historic store front that was once the home of 
the Lyons Herald, a weekly newspaper serving 
the City of Lyons.  Open since 1987, the 
Museum has exhibits depicting the history of 

the Lyons-Muir area.  Come and see our 19th Century general store.  The 
Museum is open June, July, August on Saturdays from 11-2 or by 
appointment throughout the year. 

MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  
GGRRAANNDD  AARRMMYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEPPUUBBLLIICC    

MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  HHAALLLL  &&  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
  

224 South Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827 
Email:  GARmichigan@gmail.com 

Website:  http://garmuseum.weebly.com 
Face Book:  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum 

COMMEMORATING THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC  
AND ITS CIVIL WAR UNION VETERAN  

FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL  
   MUSEUM  
 in Greenville  

 

  
“Your Journey Starts Here” 
  Open Sat/Sun from 2-4:30 
      from April-November  

 

31.  Welch Historical Museum 
161 Main Street  PO Box 251 
Sunfield, MI 48890 
The Sunfield Historical Society operates the 
Welch Historical Museum in the former Welch 
Hardware building donated by the Welch family 
in 2011. Come and walk through the full-sized 
1860’s Thorp family log cabin built within the 
museum.  View Sunfield High School 
graduates from 1918-1963 and the restored 

1927 Reo Sunfield Fire Truck, plus many displays of local and area artifacts 
that will take you back in time when life was simpler and moved at a slower 
pace. The museum also hosts a genealogy library that is filled with family 
histories, family files, cemetery and area funeral home records, area (and 
beyond) hard copy newspapers and so much more.  Museum and Genealogy 
Library are open Monday 10-2, Wednesday 2-5, Saturday 10-2 April 
through November.  Winter hours December through March, Saturday 10-
2 only or by appointment 517.449.4895 .  Visits can be made by appointment 
(517) 449-4895.  We look forward to your visit.  Check us out on the web 
www.sunfieldhistoricalsociety.com. 
 
32.  West Michigan Railroad Historical Society  

Depot: 371 N. Union St.  Sparta, MI 49345 
Mail: WMRHS, PO Box 150461 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515 
Phone 616.784.7264  Founded in 1969 to 
preserve and promote Michigan railroad history, 
we meet in our 1886 Toledo, Saginaw & 
Muskegon depot the 3rd Thursday of each 
month from April through November at 7 pm. 

November is our banquet month and December through February we meet in 
members’ homes.  We have many photos, artifacts, records, a boxcar with train 
layout, a roadrailer and a caboose. Each year we host Sparta school children 
to teach them about trains. Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday during 
Sparta’s Town and Country Days the 3rd weekend in July or other times by 
appointment. Email: suzannec@iserv.net  
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IInn  BBeellddiinngg  oonn  MM--4444  
FEATURING….Pizza & Salad 
Buffet, build your own pizza, take & 
bake, salads, appetizers, pasta, 
desserts & subs, grinders & wraps 

TTrrii--RRiivveerr  HHiissttoorriiccaall  MMuusseeuumm  NNeettwwoorrkk  
IInnvviitteess  yyoouu  ttoo  DDiissccoovveerr    

WWeesstt  MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  SSmmaallll  MMuusseeuummss    
FFoorr  YYeeaarr--RRoouunndd  AAddvveennttuurreess  iinn  HHiissttoorryy!!    

Look inside this booklet to learn more about the location, hours and unique qualities 
of each of the thirty-three museums or organizations of the Tri-River Historical 
Museum Network located along the Flat, Grand and Thornapple Rivers.  All invite you 
to come and discover or remember the rich 
history and charm of the area and its 
people, past and present.   
 
Bring your family and friends to take a look 
into the past to see what life was like before 
all of today’s modern technology. Keep this 
booklet handy for year ‘round reference as 
you travel West Michigan! 

 

Our Tri-River 
Quilt Trail is 
one of the 

Quilt Trails of 
Michigan! 

 
 

www.barnquiltinfo.com 

 

Preserving Family 
Histories in Ionia 

County Since 1997 
 

Freight Station 
Museum 

1117 Emerson St, Lake Odessa 
616.374.8455 

www.ionia.migenweb.net/ICGS/
icgshome.htm 

Cover Up 
Enclosures 

Doug & Matt Borup 
616-642-6886 

 
www.coverupenclosures.com 

Exteriors   
Interiors 
Additions 

“SPRING INTO THE PAST” 
““CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  WWoommaann’’ss  RRiigghhtt  ttoo  VVOOTTEE!!  1920-2020 

May 2 & 3, 2020 
(SATURDAY 11AM-5PM AND SUNDAY 12PM TO 5PM) 
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5. Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum
2506 Prescott St. S.W., Byron Center, MI 49315
Phone: 616.878.0888

 Byron Center Historical Museum  
www.byroncentermuseum.com  
byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net

The Byron Centre Historical Society was founded in 
1978 with a group of ladies interested in preserving and 

protecting our community history. In 1986, with the opening of a new Town Hall, 
the old town hall was offered to the society to house their museum. The museum 
presents a look back at our early farming community: general store, doctors’ 
offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm house. We also 
offer a meeting place for small groups at a modest fee. The museum is open 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 9:00am – Noon.  May through November 
(or by appointment). 

6. Cascade Historical Society
2839 Thornapple River Dr
(Mail: 2865 Thornhills SE) Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Twp. Phone: 616.949.1500

Cascade Township was founded in 1848 and the 
township hall was built in 1898. A history group was 
formed in 1974 and a history book published in 1987. 

Township Hall, now the Museum building, was added to the State Historical 
Registry in 1998.

7. Cedar Springs Museum
60 Cedar Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Located in Morley Park. Phone: 616.696.3335
cedarspringsmuseum.org 
cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com

 Cedar Springs Historical Museum   
  
The Cedar Springs Museum is a historical museum 

dedicated to collecting, preserving and presenting our local history to the community. 
Displays include a turn of the century kitchen, parlor, a general store as well as a 
railroad display and much more. The museum also hosts a wonderful genealogical 
library with microfilms, many Michigan histories and family histories. Come in and 
let us help you trace your family tree. Another special feature of the museum is 
our completely restored turn of the century one room school open to visitors and 
available to classrooms looking for an authentic experience. Museum is open 
Wednesdays from 10am to 5pm. To visit by appointment please contact D.M. 
White at 616.835.0809.
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8.  Cascade Historical Society 
2839 Thornapple River Dr  
(Mail: 2865 Thornhills SE) Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
Twp. Phone: 616.949.1500 
Cascade Township was founded in 1848 and the 
township hall was built in 1898. A history group 
was formed in 1974 and a history book published 
in 1987.  Township Hall, now the Museum building, 

was added to the State Historical Registry in 1998. 
 
9.  Cedar Springs Museum 

60 Cedar Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319  
Located in Morley Park.  Phone:  616.696.3335  
The Cedar Springs Museum is a historical museum 
dedicated to collecting, preserving and presenting 
our local history to the community.  Displays 
include a turn of the century kitchen, parlor, a 
general store as well as a railroad display and 

much more. The museum also hosts a wonderful genealogical library with 
microfilms, many Michigan histories and family histories.   Come in and let 
us help you trace your family tree.  Another special feature of the museum 
is our completely restored turn of the century one room school open to 
visitors and available to classrooms looking for an authentic experience.  
Museum is open Wednesdays from 10am to 5pm.  To visit by 
appointment please contact D.M. White at 616.835.0809. 
Web:  cedarspringsmuseum.org.   Email: cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com 
 
 

10.  Historic Charlton Park:  Village, Museum and Recreation Area 
2545 S. Charlton Park Road,  
Hastings, MI  49058. Phone: 269.945.3775 
Historic Charlton Park encompasses 
approximately 300 acres with its historic 
village, museum and recreation area. The 
Park is a product of the vision and work of 
Irving Delos Charlton. In 1936, he donated 
land to Barry County for the purpose of 

building a museum and recreation facility for area residents. During his 
lifetime, Charlton collected thousands of artifacts, most of which form the 
core of the current collection. The historic village began in 1969 and was 
recreated to portray a typical rural Michigan village at the turn-of-the-
century. The Park utilizes buildings such as the one room schoolhouse, 
general store, township hall and stagecoach stop, as well as a host of 
annual special events, to bring history alive for you!  Website:  
www.charltonpark.org or find us on Facebook! Email:  
info@charltonpark.org 
 
 

19.  Lakeview Area Museum 
107 North Lincoln Avenue, Lakeview, MI (no mail) 
Phone: 989-352-7304 
The Lakeview Area Museum was formed in 1994 
and opened to the public in June of 1996 to 
preserve and share the history of the Lakeview 
area. A colorful sign identifies the museum, located 
in a former well house/police station/food pantry 

building in the northern end of downtown Lakeview. View the history of 
our town’s logging, farming, schools, businesses, organizations, 
recreation, and home life.  Outdoor displays include the 1895 village jail 
cell, a horse-drawn road grader, and a cannon.  A huge fire in 1894 wiped 
out all of the downtown businesses, but the town was quickly rebuilt and 
is proud to have celebrated its 150th anniversary in June of 2017. Our 
museum is open on Saturdays 11 to 3 from May through October or 
by appointment.  
Website: lviewmuseum.com or find Lakeview Area Museum on Facebook. 
 
20.  Lowell Area Historical Museum 

325 West Main Street. Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.897.7688 
The Museum is located in the historic Graham 
home, built in 1873.  It features permanent  
galleries surrounding the founding and early 
history of the Lowell area, its industry and 
retailing and the Lowell Showboat.  In addition 
a Victorian Dining Room, Parlor, Porch with 

Garden and a Special Exhibits Gallery which changes annually creates a 
wonderful visitor experience.  Genealogical material available.  The 
Victorian rooms can be rented for your special event, please call for more 
information. The Museum is also open to the public throughout the 
year on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays 1 to 4pm.  
Website:  www.lowellmuseum.org.  Email:  history@lowellmuseum.org 

 

 

The Plainfield Historical Commission 
wishes to thank Plainfield Charter 

Township businesses and residents 
for their support! 

An old sign used to say 
“Village of Plainfield – watch us grow” 

Yes we are!! 
616.363.9399 

www.plainfieldchartertwp.org 
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8.  Cascade Historical Society 
2839 Thornapple River Dr  
(Mail: 2865 Thornhills SE) Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
Twp. Phone: 616.949.1500 
Cascade Township was founded in 1848 and the 
township hall was built in 1898. A history group 
was formed in 1974 and a history book published 
in 1987.  Township Hall, now the Museum building, 

was added to the State Historical Registry in 1998. 
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include a turn of the century kitchen, parlor, a 
general store as well as a railroad display and 

much more. The museum also hosts a wonderful genealogical library with 
microfilms, many Michigan histories and family histories.   Come in and let 
us help you trace your family tree.  Another special feature of the museum 
is our completely restored turn of the century one room school open to 
visitors and available to classrooms looking for an authentic experience.  
Museum is open Wednesdays from 10am to 5pm.  To visit by 
appointment please contact D.M. White at 616.835.0809. 
Web:  cedarspringsmuseum.org.   Email: cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com 
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Irving Delos Charlton. In 1936, he donated 
land to Barry County for the purpose of 
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recreated to portray a typical rural Michigan village at the turn-of-the-
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general store, township hall and stagecoach stop, as well as a host of 
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www.charltonpark.org or find us on Facebook! Email:  
info@charltonpark.org 
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Garden and a Special Exhibits Gallery which changes annually creates a 
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5.  Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum 
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River  
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI  48881 
Phone:  616.693.2730 or 616.897.7670 
Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot 
served the Grand Trunk Railroad.  Moved to 
its present location in 1994, it is now home 

to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum.  The Depot not only 
features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac area.  
Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be 
open for viewing.  The Depot Museum is open to the public from May 
through Sept. on the second and fourth Sundays from 1 to 4pm or 
as posted.   
 
6.  Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage 

Shed and School House 
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,  
Alto, MI  49302, Phone:  616.868.6424 
Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 
we have been a primarily agricultural 
community.  Our museum, school house and 
carriage shed are filled with artifacts and 

research materials that are available to visitors.   Our museums are 
open the first Sunday of the month June, July and August from 2-4 
or by appointment.  Website: www.bownehistory.org.  e-mail: 
srjohnson4@charter.net  or find us on Facebook 
 
7. Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum 

2506 Prescott St. S.W., Byron Center, MI  49315  
Phone: 616.878.0888   
The Byron Centre Historical Society was founded 
in 1978 with a group of ladies interested in 
preserving and protecting our community history.  
In 1986, with the opening of a new Town Hall, 
the old town hall was offered to the society to 
house their museum.  The museum is now home 

to a look back at our early farming community: general store, doctors’ 
offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm 
house.  The museum is open every Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M.; May-November (or by appointment).  We also offer a meeting 
place for small groups at a modest fee.   Facebook:  Byron Centre 
Historical Museum.  Website   www.byroncentermuseum.com.     
Email:  byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net   
 
 
 
 

21.  Lyons-Muir Historical Museum 
311 E Bridge Street, Lyons MI   
Phone:  616.527.9064 or 989.855.2921 
The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum is located in 
a historic store front that was once the home of 
the Lyons Herald, a weekly newspaper serving 
the City of Lyons.  Open since 1987, the 
Museum has exhibits depicting the history of 

the Lyons-Muir area.  Come and see our 19th Century general store.  The 
Museum is open June, July, August on Saturdays from 11-2 or by 
appointment throughout the year. 

MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  
GGRRAANNDD  AARRMMYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEPPUUBBLLIICC    

MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  HHAALLLL  &&  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
  

224 South Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827 
Email:  GARmichigan@gmail.com 

Website:  http://garmuseum.weebly.com 
Face Book:  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum 

COMMEMORATING THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC  
AND ITS CIVIL WAR UNION VETERAN  

FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL  
   MUSEUM  
 in Greenville  

 

  
“Your Journey Starts Here” 
  Open Sat/Sun from 2-4:30 
      from April-November  



9

8. Historic Charlton Park: Village, Museum and Recreation Area
2545 S. Charlton Park Road,
Hastings, MI 49058. Phone: 269.945.3775
www.charltonpark.org     
info@charltonpark.org    

  Historic Charlton Park: Village, Museum and 
Recreation Area 

Historic Charlton Park encompasses approxi-
mately 300 acres with its historic village, museum and recreation area. The Park is 
a product of the vision and work of Irving Delos Charlton. In 1936, he donated land 
to Barry County for the purpose of building a museum and recreation facility for 
area residents. During his lifetime, Charlton collected thousands of artifacts, most 
of which form the core of the current collection. The historic village began in 1969 
and was recreated to portray a typical rural Michigan village at the turn-of-the-cen-
tury. The Park utilizes buildings such as the one room schoolhouse, general store, 
township hall and stagecoach stop, as well as a host of annual special events, to 
bring history alive for you! Call for tour information.

9. The Fallasburg Historical Society, Fallasburg Historical 
Village & School House Museum
13944 Covered Bridge Road, Lowell, MI 49331
Website: www.fallasburg.org
    Fallasburg Historical Society
Email: info@fallasburg.org

This little village, listed on the National Historic Register, 
has been unspoiled by the path of progress over the last 150 years.  It remains much 
as it did after John Wesley Fallas left his imprint here in the mid-1800’s.  Our old 
one room school house is open to the public most Sundays, from 2pm until 
4pm, May through October, and is Handicap Accessible. The Misner House, 
Fallas House, and Fallasburg School Museums are open for Fallasburg Historical 
Society special events: “The Fallasburg Village Celebration”, “The Community 
Bonfire”, the “Paranormal Investigation” and others. Docent-led village tours 
and private functions can be arranged by appointment. Come, drive over the 
Fallasburg Covered Bridge, step back in time, and join us as we share our piece 
of local history.
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The Museum is located in the historic Graham 
home, built in 1873.  It features permanent  
galleries surrounding the founding and early 
history of the Lowell area, its industry and 
retailing and the Lowell Showboat.  In addition 
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The Plainfield Historical Commission 
wishes to thank Plainfield Charter 

Township businesses and residents 
for their support! 

An old sign used to say 
“Village of Plainfield – watch us grow” 

Yes we are!! 
616.363.9399 

www.plainfieldchartertwp.org 

 

11.  Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society 
Phone:  616.868.7255 
Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society does not have a museum.  If you 
have any questions about Clarksville/Campbell or have information that 
would enhance their collections, please feel free to call the contact 
number. 
 
12.  The Fallasburg Historical Society, Fallasburg Historical Village 
& School House Museum 
13944 Covered Bridge Road, Lowell, MI 49331 

Phone:  616.682.0785 
This little village, listed on the National Historic 
Register, has been unspoiled by the path of 
progress over the last 150 years.  It remains much 
as it did after John Wesley Fallas left his imprint 
here in the mid-1800’s.  Our old one room school 
house is open to the public most Sundays, from 

2pm until 4pm, May through October, and is Handicap Accessible.  The 
Misner House, Fallas House, and Fallasburg School Museums are open 
for Fallasburg Historical Society special events:  “Christmas in 
Fallasburg”, the “Covered Bridge Bike Tour”, and the “John Wesley 
Fallas Invitational Vintage Base Ball Tournament & Village Open 
House”.  Docent-led village tours and private functions can be 
arranged by appointment.  Come, drive over the Fallasburg 
Covered Bridge, step back in time, and join us as we share our piece of 
local history.  Website:  www.fallasburg.org 
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18.  Ionia County Genealogical Society                                                      
PO Box 516, Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
Phone 616.374.8455    
email: ioniacogensoc@yahoo.com 
Founded in 1997 to preserve the histories of 
Ionia County families, our History Room holds a 
genealogical library, the files of over 330  First 
Families, an obituary file of over 31,000 and 

many original township records.  We hold a banquet for new First Family 
members each November.   Meetings with a speaker on genealogy-
related topics are held at 1:00 pm the second Saturday of January 
through November in the Lake Odessa Museum Freight House, 1117 
Emerson St..  Open for research after each monthly meeting, as well as 
the last full weekend each month: Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm and 
Sunday from 2 pm to 5 pm.  www.ionia.migenweb.net/ICGS/
icgshome.htm 
 
 

Lake Odessa Area Historical Society & 
Depot Museum 
1117 Emerson Street, Lake Odessa, MI  48849 
Phone:  616.374.7518 or 616.374.8420 
The Lake Odessa Area Historical Society 
began in 1968 with the purpose of preserving 
and interpreting the history of the Lake Odessa 
area. This beautiful onion-dome depot was built 

by the D.L. & N. Railway in 1888 and was moved to its present location 
100 years later. After extensive restoration, the depot opened to the 
public in 1995. The complex also offers the Freight House Museum, the 
historic Hosford house and the library of the Ionia County Genealogical 
Society.  It is open to the public the last full weekend of each month. 
Saturday, 10am to 5pm and Sunday 2pm to 5 pm and for special 
events and tours. 

Tri-River Historical Museum Network 
Mission Statement 

To provide collaborative support to the small museums within the Tri-River area while recognizing 
the unique qualities of each museum.  Chairperson: Sally Johnson (srjohnson4@charter.net) 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Marian Bolhuis (616-676-2426) 

2019 Brochure Designed by:  Betsy Davidson—Addorio Technologies 
Phone:  616.987-9200 Email:  betsy@addorio.com 

FACEBOOK:  “Tri River Museum Network” 

 
www.fallasburg.org 

Rockford Area 
Historical Society 

offers monthly 
meetings featuring FREE 
presentations of historical 

interest on the first Thursday 
of the month at Rockford’s 

Community Cabin. 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

Go online to our website at 
www.rockfordmuseum.org 
for schedule information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Village, Museum  
& Recreation Area 

2545 S. Charlton Park Rd.   
Hastings, MI  49058 

269-945-3775    www.charltonpark.org 
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10. Fighting Falcon Military Museum
516 W Cass Street, Greenville, MI 48838
Phone: 616.225.1940

 Fighting Falcon Military Museum

Displayed in the oldest existing school building in 
Greenville, visitors will find the showpiece of the museum: 
a restored CG-4A glider replica of “The Fighting Falcon,” 
which is one of the most famous aircraft of World War II. 

Purchased with War Bond Dollars raised by the Greenville Senior High School Class 
of 1943, and built in the Gibson Electric Refrigerator Company of Greenville, “The 
Fighting Falcon” was specially honored with a full military dedication ceremony at 
Black Athletic Field before she became the LEAD glider of Operation Chicago - the 
airborne landings behind enemy lines in Normandy, France, June 6, 1944. Come 
“Fly” our Fighting Falcon flight simulator! The museum also features collections of 
memorabilia from local veterans of America’s wars from 1860 to the present. Many 
of the items tell incredible stories of local men in famous events, like the capture of 
President Jefferson Davis of the Confederate States of America; Norman Edsall, 
the first U.S. Navy enlisted man to have a ship named after him; a survivor of the 
loss of the U.S.S. INDIANAPOLIS; the pilot of BOCK’s CAR, the plane that took 
the pictures of the first atomic bomb dropped, and which dropped the second. 
Open Sundays, 2:00-4:30pm, late May to November.

 

11.  Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society 
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Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society does not have a museum.  If you 
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local history.  Website:  www.fallasburg.org 
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13.  Fighting Falcon Military Museum 
516 W Cass Street, Greenville, MI  48838 
Phone:  616.225.1940 
Displayed in the oldest existing school building in 
Greenville, visitors will find the showpiece of the 
museum:  a restored CG-4A glider replica of "The 
Fighting Falcon," which is one of the most famous 
aircraft of World War II.  Purchased with War Bond 
Dollars raised by the Greenville Senior High School 

Class of 1943, and built in the Gibson Electric Refrigerator Company of 
Greenville, “The Fighting Falcon” was specially honored with a full military 
dedication ceremony at Black Athletic Field before she became the LEAD glider 
of Operation Chicago - the airborne landings behind enemy lines in Normandy, 
France, June 6, 1944.  Come “Fly” our Fighting Falcon flight simulator!  The 
museum also features collections of memorabilia from local veterans of 
America's wars from 1860 to the present.  Many of the items tell incredible 
stories of local men in famous events, like the capture of President Jefferson 
Davis of the Confederate States of America; Norman Edsall, the first U.S. Navy 
enlisted man to have a ship named after him; a survivor of the loss of the U.S.S. 
INDIANAPOLIS; the pilot of BOCK's CAR, the plane that took the pictures of the 
first atomic bomb dropped, and which dropped the second.  Open Sundays, 2 – 
4pm, April through November. 
 
14.  Flat River Historical Museum 

213 N Franklin Street, PO Box 188,  
Greenville, MI 48838.  Phone: 616.754.5296  
"Your journey starts here" proclaims our new entrance! 
New creative exhibits about our history and heritage 
include founder John Green, who built his cabin on this 
spot in 1844 and the Meijer grocery success that 
started right here in Greenville. Lumbering, farming 
and industry are also displayed while "Main Street 

Greenville" storefronts upstairs are now accessible to all. Adjacent to the Fred 
Meijer Flat River Trail. Open Saturdays and Sundays April through 
November 2:00-4:30 pm.  Tours available upon request. 
 
15.  Freeport Historical Society 

127 Warren Street, Freeport, MI 49325 
Phone:  616.765.8481 
Freeport is on the Little Thornapple (Coldwater River) 
in northern Barry County. Come stroll with us to the 
sawmill, cemetery or Main Street for a leisurely peek 
into the past. The museum is south of the Post Office 
with plenty of parking. It exhibits early 1800-1900s way 
of life on two floors. Open to tours first Wednesday 

3:30-5:30 April-November or by appointment; office hours year-round 
1st/3rd Wednesdays 3:30-5:30. Website: www.irvingtownship.org/freeport-
historical-society or Facebook “Freeport Historical Society-Michigan”. Email: 
freeport127@gmail.com  

16.  Grattan Township Historical Society 
12040 Old Belding Rd., Belding, MI 48809 
Phone: 616.691.8901 or 616.826.1872 
The Grattan Township Historical Society was 
founded in 1984 to preserve the history of Grattan. 
The Grattan Museum was dedicated on July 5, 
1987. The Museum is housed in a historic 
structure built in 1853 as a Methodist Episcopal 

Church at Steele’s Corners. The church was moved to Grattan Center on 
log rollers in 1906. In 1930, the church building was sold to Grattan 
Township and used as the Township Hall until 1971. The building was 
completely remodeled and became the Historical Museum in 1987. In 
1999, the Museum building was moved again to its current location 
adjacent to the Township Hall. The Museum contains exhibits on area 
schools, churches, local wildlife, Native Americans, household items, and 
farm life. There is also a growing genealogy collection. The Museum is 
open to the public from 2:00 to 4:00 pm second Sunday from May 
through October and by appointment. 
 
 

17.  Ionia County Historical Society—Blanchard House & Museum 
251 East Main Street, Ionia, MI 48846 
Phone:  616.527.3369 
This fine example of Italianate styling has remained 
structurally unchanged since 1880. The Blanchard 
House is veneered with pink variegated Ionia 
sandstone. One will appreciate the lovely full acre  
lot on which it stands, with a picturesque running  

creek on the west. It deserves its affectionate Spanish name “La 
Palistina” - Little Palace. The Blanchard House is beautifully 
decorated in period furnishings that have been donated by residents of 
Ionia County. The basement houses historical exhibits representing the 
unique and interesting history of our community. The Blanchard House 
is open to the public the first Sunday each month from 1 to 
4pm. It is also available for special group meetings, weddings and 
tours.  Visit www.ioniahistory.org and "like" us on Facebook. 

 
Ionia Free Fair Antique Village 
Step back in time with a visit to the Antique Village at 
the Ionia Free Fair.  During Fair week, the Floral 
Building, situated on the beautiful Grand 
River, becomes a pleasant break from the hubbub of 
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July 16-25, 2020.  See you at the Fair! 

Fallasburg Historical Society
13944 Covered Bridge Road

Lowell, MI 49331
info@fallasburg.org

 

26.  Plainfield Charter Township—The Hyser Rivers Museum 
6440 West River Road, Belmont, MI 49306  
Phone: 616.363.9399 
Dr. William Hyser, a Civil War veteran, and the 
house he built in 1852 played many roles as 
stage coach stop, post office, office of township 
clerk, Justice of the Peace, and school 
inspector. In 1973 the Plainfield Historical 

Commission was created to save this last remaining structure in the original 
village and to collect articles related to life in Plainfield Township. The museum 
is open the first Sundays May thru Dec. (except holiday weekends) 2 to 
4:30 pm.  Schools are encouraged to contact us to learn of historical 
resources we have which can be used by teachers or students.  Special 
museum tours can be arranged by contacting the Plainfield Charter Township 
Hall. www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.  Email:  PlainfieldHistory@gmail.com 
 
27.  Portland Area Historical Society 
The society works to preserve local history through its collection of historic 
photographs and documents housed in the Portland District Library Historical 
Room, 334 Kent Street, Portland.  Meetings to hear guest speakers and 
discuss local history are held monthly (except July and December) at 6:30 pm 
at the Senior Service Center, 144 Kent Street. (unless otherwise advertised)  
They can be contacted at mi.pahs@gmail.com or through their Facebook page.  
They are a 501c3.  

3. Barry County Historical Society 
PO Box 311, Hastings MI 49058 
Phone: 616.293.8666 
Barry County Historical Society does not operate a museum 
but does aid in the discovery and preservation of all 
historical materials connected or associated with Barry 
County.  In 2020, the Society will present programs at the 
Hastings Public Library, 227 E State St., Hastings MI at 6 

PM.  April 1 – Tips and Tidbits to Help Genealogists with Sue Irvine.  May 6 – 
Dolls and History of Dolls with Jenny Sykes.  June 3 – Share Your Stories of 
Picnics, Reunions and Threshing Parties.  August 5 – History of Barry County 
Fairs.  October 7 – Flintknapper by Mike Cook.  November 4 – The Lives of 
the Barry County Indians.  See us on Facebook:  Barry County Historical or 
email bchistory64@gmail.com. 

Iron Rails Model Railroad Club 
5584 McComber Trail, Hastings MI 49058 
Phone:  269.953.6079 Gus Swenson 
The Iron Rails Model Railroad Club does not operate a museum, but it has a 
goal to preserve local history of the Railroad in Barry County.  The Club 
meets every Friday at 10:30 am in the Commission on Aging Building, 320 
Woodlawn Ave., Hastings MI 49058.  Members of the club have a Speaker’s 
Bureau and will speak on the local history of the Railroad. 
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11. Flat River Historical Museum
213 N Franklin Street, PO Box 188,
Greenville, MI 48838 
Phone: 616.754.5296
www.flatrivermuseum.org    

  Flat River Historical

Created in 1972, the Flat River Historical Museum 
sits on the most historical place in Greenville, where 

founder John Green built his first cabin along the Flat River in 1844. Learn more 
about him and the lumbering, farming and industries of past and present, including 
the Meijer grocery success that began here and why Greenville was dubbed 
“refrigerator city” or “potato capital”.  Enjoy upstairs 1900’s storefronts and view 
lower-level exhibits of Baldwin Lake, agricultural and home implements.  Stroll the 
Victorian Garden for exterior exhibits, too.  Adjacent to the Fred Meijer Flat River 
Trail, the museum is open Saturdays and Sundays April through October 
from 2:00 to 4:30 pm.  Tours are available upon request.
 
12. Freeport Historical Society

127 Warren St., P.O. Box 127 Freeport, MI  49325-0127 
Colleen: 616-765-8481 or text 269-331-8771
freeport127@gmail.com   

  Freeport Historical Society – Michigan

Freeport is in northern Barry County, Irving Township, 
bordering on Kent and Ionia Counties.  Our museum is open the first Wednesday 
of each month from 1:00 – 3:00pm, April to November.  We will be opened for 
“Spring Into the Past” on Saturday only, from noon to 5pm. 

13. Grattan Township Historical Society
12040 Old Belding Rd., Belding, MI 48809
Phone: 616.691.8901 or 616.826.1872

The Grattan Township Historical Society was founded 
in 1984 to preserve the history of Grattan. The Grattan 
Museum was dedicated on July 5, 1987. The Museum 

is housed in a historic structure built in 1853 as a Methodist Episcopal Church 
at Steele’s Corners. The church was moved to Grattan Center on log rollers in 
1906. In 1930, the church building was sold to Grattan Township and used as the 
Township Hall until 1971. The building was completely remodeled and became the 
Historical Museum in 1987. In 1999, the Museum building was moved again to its 
current location adjacent to the Township Hall. The Museum contains exhibits on 
area schools, churches, local wildlife, Native Americans, household items, and 
farm life. There is also a growing genealogy collection. The Museum is open to 
the public on Memorial Day from 9:00am to 1:00pm and the second Sunday 
of the month from 2:00 to 4:00pm June through October and by appointment. 
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13.  Fighting Falcon Military Museum 
516 W Cass Street, Greenville, MI  48838 
Phone:  616.225.1940 
Displayed in the oldest existing school building in 
Greenville, visitors will find the showpiece of the 
museum:  a restored CG-4A glider replica of "The 
Fighting Falcon," which is one of the most famous 
aircraft of World War II.  Purchased with War Bond 
Dollars raised by the Greenville Senior High School 

Class of 1943, and built in the Gibson Electric Refrigerator Company of 
Greenville, “The Fighting Falcon” was specially honored with a full military 
dedication ceremony at Black Athletic Field before she became the LEAD glider 
of Operation Chicago - the airborne landings behind enemy lines in Normandy, 
France, June 6, 1944.  Come “Fly” our Fighting Falcon flight simulator!  The 
museum also features collections of memorabilia from local veterans of 
America's wars from 1860 to the present.  Many of the items tell incredible 
stories of local men in famous events, like the capture of President Jefferson 
Davis of the Confederate States of America; Norman Edsall, the first U.S. Navy 
enlisted man to have a ship named after him; a survivor of the loss of the U.S.S. 
INDIANAPOLIS; the pilot of BOCK's CAR, the plane that took the pictures of the 
first atomic bomb dropped, and which dropped the second.  Open Sundays, 2 – 
4pm, April through November. 
 
14.  Flat River Historical Museum 

213 N Franklin Street, PO Box 188,  
Greenville, MI 48838.  Phone: 616.754.5296  
"Your journey starts here" proclaims our new entrance! 
New creative exhibits about our history and heritage 
include founder John Green, who built his cabin on this 
spot in 1844 and the Meijer grocery success that 
started right here in Greenville. Lumbering, farming 
and industry are also displayed while "Main Street 

Greenville" storefronts upstairs are now accessible to all. Adjacent to the Fred 
Meijer Flat River Trail. Open Saturdays and Sundays April through 
November 2:00-4:30 pm.  Tours available upon request. 
 
15.  Freeport Historical Society 

127 Warren Street, Freeport, MI 49325 
Phone:  616.765.8481 
Freeport is on the Little Thornapple (Coldwater River) 
in northern Barry County. Come stroll with us to the 
sawmill, cemetery or Main Street for a leisurely peek 
into the past. The museum is south of the Post Office 
with plenty of parking. It exhibits early 1800-1900s way 
of life on two floors. Open to tours first Wednesday 

3:30-5:30 April-November or by appointment; office hours year-round 
1st/3rd Wednesdays 3:30-5:30. Website: www.irvingtownship.org/freeport-
historical-society or Facebook “Freeport Historical Society-Michigan”. Email: 
freeport127@gmail.com  

16.  Grattan Township Historical Society 
12040 Old Belding Rd., Belding, MI 48809 
Phone: 616.691.8901 or 616.826.1872 
The Grattan Township Historical Society was 
founded in 1984 to preserve the history of Grattan. 
The Grattan Museum was dedicated on July 5, 
1987. The Museum is housed in a historic 
structure built in 1853 as a Methodist Episcopal 

Church at Steele’s Corners. The church was moved to Grattan Center on 
log rollers in 1906. In 1930, the church building was sold to Grattan 
Township and used as the Township Hall until 1971. The building was 
completely remodeled and became the Historical Museum in 1987. In 
1999, the Museum building was moved again to its current location 
adjacent to the Township Hall. The Museum contains exhibits on area 
schools, churches, local wildlife, Native Americans, household items, and 
farm life. There is also a growing genealogy collection. The Museum is 
open to the public from 2:00 to 4:00 pm second Sunday from May 
through October and by appointment. 
 
 

17.  Ionia County Historical Society—Blanchard House & Museum 
251 East Main Street, Ionia, MI 48846 
Phone:  616.527.3369 
This fine example of Italianate styling has remained 
structurally unchanged since 1880. The Blanchard 
House is veneered with pink variegated Ionia 
sandstone. One will appreciate the lovely full acre  
lot on which it stands, with a picturesque running  

creek on the west. It deserves its affectionate Spanish name “La 
Palistina” - Little Palace. The Blanchard House is beautifully 
decorated in period furnishings that have been donated by residents of 
Ionia County. The basement houses historical exhibits representing the 
unique and interesting history of our community. The Blanchard House 
is open to the public the first Sunday each month from 1 to 
4pm. It is also available for special group meetings, weddings and 
tours.  Visit www.ioniahistory.org and "like" us on Facebook. 

 
Ionia Free Fair Antique Village 
Step back in time with a visit to the Antique Village at 
the Ionia Free Fair.  During Fair week, the Floral 
Building, situated on the beautiful Grand 
River, becomes a pleasant break from the hubbub of 
the fair grounds.  Here you will find wonderful displays, 
friendly demonstrators showing their skill at heritage 

crafts and entertaining live music every night.  Fair week this year is  
July 16-25, 2020.  See you at the Fair! 
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1. 	 Ada History Center
2. 	 Belding Museum & “THE BEL”
3. 	 Boston-Saranac Depot Museum
4. 	 Bowne Township Historical 		
	 Commission - Museum & School 		
	 House
5. 	 Byron Centre Historical Society & 		
	 Museum
6. 	 Cascade Historical Society
7. 	 Cedar Springs Museum
8. 	 Charlton Park Historical Village & 		
	 Museum
9. 	 Fallasburg Historical Society, 		
	 Fallasburg Historical Village 		
	 and School House Museum
10. 	Fighting Falcon Military Museum
11. 	 Flat River Historical Museum
12. 	Freeport Historical Society
13. 	Grattan Township Historical Society
14. 	 Ionia County Historical Society & 		
	 Ionia Free Fair Antique Village
15. 	Lake Odessa Area Historical 		
	 Society & Depot Museum & Ionia 		
	 County Genealogical Society
16. 	Lakeview Area Museum
17. 	Lowell Area Historical Museum
18. 	Lyons-Muir Historical Museum
19. 	Michigan’s G.A.R. Memorial Hall & 	
	 Museum
20. 	Oakfield Museum
21. 	Pine Forest Museum
22. 	Plainfield Grand Rogue Historical 		
	 Society
23. 	Portland Area Historical Society
24. 	Rockford Area Museum
25. 	Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum
26. 	Vestaburg Area Historical Society
27. 	Welch Historical Museum

Grand Rapids

Rockford

Greenville

Belding

Lowell

Ionia

Saranac

Lake 
Odessa

Hastings

Smyrna
Grattan

Cannonsburg

Cedar 
Springs

Sparta

Dorr

Wayland

Middleville

Caledonia

Bowne Center

Stanton
Langston

Howard City

Kent City

Muir

Portland

Irving

Freeport

Edmore

Alto

Cascade

Ada

Carson 
City

Belmont

Oakfield

Byron
Center

Charlton
Park

Fallasburg

UV21

UV21

UV43

UV57

UV37

UV37

UV11

UV6

UV82

£¤131

£¤131

UV37

£¦96

UV66

Sunfield

UV46

UV44

UV66

X14

X18 Lyons

X27

£¦96

£¦196

UV43

UV66

UV179

UV50

UV50 £¦69

UV100

UV43

La
k

e
 A

v
e

Li
n

co
ln

To Lansing

X17 X3

X21

X7

X20 X11

X10

X2X13

X15

X8

X12

X4

X6
X1

X22

X9

X23

X24

X3

X5

X28

X16
Lakeview

X26

Vestaburg

X19

Michigan
GAR

Sand 
LakeX25

ALLEGAN
CO.

BARRY
CO.

CLINTON
CO.

EATON
CO.

GRATIOT
CO.

IONIA
CO.

KENT
CO.

MONTCALM
CO.

MUSKEGON
CO.

NEWAYGO
CO.

OTTAWA
CO.

Grand Riv
er

Fl
at

Ri
ve
r

Thornapple

Ri
ve
r

Grand

Riv
er

Riv
er

Ma
ple

Pra
irie

C
re
ek

W
h
it

e 
Pi

n
e

Tr
a

il

C
o

u
n

try
 Tra

il

NCT

NCT

N
C

T

NCT

N
o

rth
 

(NCT)

Meijer

Va
ll

ey
Tr

ai
l

Fred

River

Flat

Fred Meijer

River Valley Rail Trail

Grand

D
oc

um
en

t P
at

h:
 C

:\D
ro

pb
ox

\g
is

\p
ro

je
ct

s\
m

i\s
pe

ci
al

\T
ri-

R
iv

er
s 

H
is

to
ric

al
 M

us
eu

m
 N

et
w

or
k\

la
yo

ut
.m

xd

NORTH ZONE

SOUTH ZONE



13

Grand Rapids

Rockford

Greenville

Belding

Lowell

Ionia

Saranac

Lake 
Odessa

Hastings

Smyrna
Grattan

Cannonsburg

Cedar 
Springs

Sparta

Dorr

Wayland

Middleville

Caledonia

Bowne Center

Stanton
Langston

Howard City

Kent City

Muir

Portland

Irving

Freeport

Edmore

Alto

Cascade

Ada

Carson 
City

Belmont

Oakfield

Byron
Center

Charlton
Park

Fallasburg

UV21

UV21

UV43

UV57

UV37

UV37

UV11

UV6

UV82

£¤131

£¤131

UV37

£¦96

UV66

Sunfield

UV46

UV44

UV66

X14

X18 Lyons

X27

£¦96

£¦196

UV43

UV66

UV179

UV50

UV50 £¦69

UV100

UV43

La
k

e
 A

v
e

Li
n

co
ln

To Lansing

X17 X3

X21

X7

X20 X11

X10

X2X13

X15

X8

X12

X4

X6
X1

X22

X9

X23

X24

X3

X5

X28

X16
Lakeview

X26

Vestaburg

X19

Michigan
GAR

Sand 
LakeX25

ALLEGAN
CO.

BARRY
CO.

CLINTON
CO.

EATON
CO.

GRATIOT
CO.

IONIA
CO.

KENT
CO.

MONTCALM
CO.

MUSKEGON
CO.

NEWAYGO
CO.

OTTAWA
CO.

Grand Riv
er

Fl
at

Ri
ve
r

Thornapple

Ri
ve
r

Grand

Riv
er

Riv
er

Ma
ple

Pra
irie

C
re
ek

W
h
it

e 
Pi

n
e

Tr
a

il

C
o

u
n

try
 Tra

il

NCT

NCT

N
C

T

NCT

N
o

rth
 

(NCT)

Meijer
Va

ll
ey

Tr
ai

l
Fred

River

Flat

Fred Meijer

River Valley Rail Trail

Grand

D
oc

um
en

t P
at

h:
 C

:\D
ro

pb
ox

\g
is

\p
ro

je
ct

s\
m

i\s
pe

ci
al

\T
ri-

R
iv

er
s 

H
is

to
ric

al
 M

us
eu

m
 N

et
w

or
k\

la
yo

ut
.m

xd

NORTH ZONE

SOUTH ZONE



14

14. Ionia County Historical Society—Blanchard House & Museum
251 East Main Street, Ionia, MI 48846
Phone: 616-527-2626
www.ioniahistory.org 

  Ionia County Historical Society

This fine example of Italianate styling has remained 
structurally unchanged since 1880. The Blanchard 

House is veneered with pink variegated Ionia sandstone. One will appreciate the 
lovely full acre lot on which it stands, with a picturesque running creek on the 
west. It deserves its affectionate Spanish name “La Palistina” - Little Palace. The 
Blanchard House is beautifully decorated in period furnishings that have been 
donated by residents of Ionia County. The basement houses historical exhibits 
representing the unique and interesting history of our community. The Blanchard 
House is open to the public during the summer each Sunday from 1:00 to 
4:00pm.It is also available for special group meetings, weddings and tours. 

Ionia Free Fair Antique Village
317 South Dexter, Ionia, MI  48846
616-902-7237

Step back in time with a visit to the Antique Village at the 
Ionia Free Fair. During Fair week, the Floral Building, 
situated on the beautiful Grand River, becomes a pleasant 
break from the hubbub of the fair grounds. Here you will find 
wonderful displays, friendly demonstrators showing their 

skill at heritage crafts and entertaining live music every night. Fair week for 2025 
is July 10-19.  2026 has yet to be determined. See you at the Fair!

15. Ionia County Genealogical Society
PO Box 516, Lake Odessa, MI 48849
ioniacogensoc@yahoo.com
www.ionia.migenweb.net/ICGS/icgshome.htm

Founded in 1997 to preserve the histories of Ionia 
County families, our History Room holds a genealogical 
library, the files of over 330 First Families, an obituary 

file of over 31,000 and many original township records. We hold a lunch for new First 
Family members each Summer.  Meetings with a speaker on genealogy-related 
topics are held at 1:00pm the second Saturday of February through November in 
the Lake Odessa Museum Freight House, 1117 Emerson St. Open for research 
after each monthly meeting, as well as the last full weekend each month: 
Saturday from 11:00am to 5:00pm and Sunday from 2:00pm to 5:00pm.
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13.  Fighting Falcon Military Museum 
516 W Cass Street, Greenville, MI  48838 
Phone:  616.225.1940 
Displayed in the oldest existing school building in 
Greenville, visitors will find the showpiece of the 
museum:  a restored CG-4A glider replica of "The 
Fighting Falcon," which is one of the most famous 
aircraft of World War II.  Purchased with War Bond 
Dollars raised by the Greenville Senior High School 

Class of 1943, and built in the Gibson Electric Refrigerator Company of 
Greenville, “The Fighting Falcon” was specially honored with a full military 
dedication ceremony at Black Athletic Field before she became the LEAD glider 
of Operation Chicago - the airborne landings behind enemy lines in Normandy, 
France, June 6, 1944.  Come “Fly” our Fighting Falcon flight simulator!  The 
museum also features collections of memorabilia from local veterans of 
America's wars from 1860 to the present.  Many of the items tell incredible 
stories of local men in famous events, like the capture of President Jefferson 
Davis of the Confederate States of America; Norman Edsall, the first U.S. Navy 
enlisted man to have a ship named after him; a survivor of the loss of the U.S.S. 
INDIANAPOLIS; the pilot of BOCK's CAR, the plane that took the pictures of the 
first atomic bomb dropped, and which dropped the second.  Open Sundays, 2 – 
4pm, April through November. 
 
14.  Flat River Historical Museum 

213 N Franklin Street, PO Box 188,  
Greenville, MI 48838.  Phone: 616.754.5296  
"Your journey starts here" proclaims our new entrance! 
New creative exhibits about our history and heritage 
include founder John Green, who built his cabin on this 
spot in 1844 and the Meijer grocery success that 
started right here in Greenville. Lumbering, farming 
and industry are also displayed while "Main Street 

Greenville" storefronts upstairs are now accessible to all. Adjacent to the Fred 
Meijer Flat River Trail. Open Saturdays and Sundays April through 
November 2:00-4:30 pm.  Tours available upon request. 
 
15.  Freeport Historical Society 

127 Warren Street, Freeport, MI 49325 
Phone:  616.765.8481 
Freeport is on the Little Thornapple (Coldwater River) 
in northern Barry County. Come stroll with us to the 
sawmill, cemetery or Main Street for a leisurely peek 
into the past. The museum is south of the Post Office 
with plenty of parking. It exhibits early 1800-1900s way 
of life on two floors. Open to tours first Wednesday 

3:30-5:30 April-November or by appointment; office hours year-round 
1st/3rd Wednesdays 3:30-5:30. Website: www.irvingtownship.org/freeport-
historical-society or Facebook “Freeport Historical Society-Michigan”. Email: 
freeport127@gmail.com  

16.  Grattan Township Historical Society 
12040 Old Belding Rd., Belding, MI 48809 
Phone: 616.691.8901 or 616.826.1872 
The Grattan Township Historical Society was 
founded in 1984 to preserve the history of Grattan. 
The Grattan Museum was dedicated on July 5, 
1987. The Museum is housed in a historic 
structure built in 1853 as a Methodist Episcopal 

Church at Steele’s Corners. The church was moved to Grattan Center on 
log rollers in 1906. In 1930, the church building was sold to Grattan 
Township and used as the Township Hall until 1971. The building was 
completely remodeled and became the Historical Museum in 1987. In 
1999, the Museum building was moved again to its current location 
adjacent to the Township Hall. The Museum contains exhibits on area 
schools, churches, local wildlife, Native Americans, household items, and 
farm life. There is also a growing genealogy collection. The Museum is 
open to the public from 2:00 to 4:00 pm second Sunday from May 
through October and by appointment. 
 
 

17.  Ionia County Historical Society—Blanchard House & Museum 
251 East Main Street, Ionia, MI 48846 
Phone:  616.527.3369 
This fine example of Italianate styling has remained 
structurally unchanged since 1880. The Blanchard 
House is veneered with pink variegated Ionia 
sandstone. One will appreciate the lovely full acre  
lot on which it stands, with a picturesque running  

creek on the west. It deserves its affectionate Spanish name “La 
Palistina” - Little Palace. The Blanchard House is beautifully 
decorated in period furnishings that have been donated by residents of 
Ionia County. The basement houses historical exhibits representing the 
unique and interesting history of our community. The Blanchard House 
is open to the public the first Sunday each month from 1 to 
4pm. It is also available for special group meetings, weddings and 
tours.  Visit www.ioniahistory.org and "like" us on Facebook. 

 
Ionia Free Fair Antique Village 
Step back in time with a visit to the Antique Village at 
the Ionia Free Fair.  During Fair week, the Floral 
Building, situated on the beautiful Grand 
River, becomes a pleasant break from the hubbub of 
the fair grounds.  Here you will find wonderful displays, 
friendly demonstrators showing their skill at heritage 

crafts and entertaining live music every night.  Fair week this year is  
July 16-25, 2020.  See you at the Fair! 
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This fine example of Italianate styling has remained 
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Ionia Free Fair Antique Village 
Step back in time with a visit to the Antique Village at 
the Ionia Free Fair.  During Fair week, the Floral 
Building, situated on the beautiful Grand 
River, becomes a pleasant break from the hubbub of 
the fair grounds.  Here you will find wonderful displays, 
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crafts and entertaining live music every night.  Fair week this year is  
July 16-25, 2020.  See you at the Fair! 

 

11.  Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society 
Phone:  616.868.7255 
Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society does not have a museum.  If you 
have any questions about Clarksville/Campbell or have information that 
would enhance their collections, please feel free to call the contact 
number. 
 
12.  The Fallasburg Historical Society, Fallasburg Historical Village 
& School House Museum 
13944 Covered Bridge Road, Lowell, MI 49331 

Phone:  616.682.0785 
This little village, listed on the National Historic 
Register, has been unspoiled by the path of 
progress over the last 150 years.  It remains much 
as it did after John Wesley Fallas left his imprint 
here in the mid-1800’s.  Our old one room school 
house is open to the public most Sundays, from 

2pm until 4pm, May through October, and is Handicap Accessible.  The 
Misner House, Fallas House, and Fallasburg School Museums are open 
for Fallasburg Historical Society special events:  “Christmas in 
Fallasburg”, the “Covered Bridge Bike Tour”, and the “John Wesley 
Fallas Invitational Vintage Base Ball Tournament & Village Open 
House”.  Docent-led village tours and private functions can be 
arranged by appointment.  Come, drive over the Fallasburg 
Covered Bridge, step back in time, and join us as we share our piece of 
local history.  Website:  www.fallasburg.org 
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18.  Ionia County Genealogical Society                                                      
PO Box 516, Lake Odessa, MI 48849 
Phone 616.374.8455    
email: ioniacogensoc@yahoo.com 
Founded in 1997 to preserve the histories of 
Ionia County families, our History Room holds a 
genealogical library, the files of over 330  First 
Families, an obituary file of over 31,000 and 

many original township records.  We hold a banquet for new First Family 
members each November.   Meetings with a speaker on genealogy-
related topics are held at 1:00 pm the second Saturday of January 
through November in the Lake Odessa Museum Freight House, 1117 
Emerson St..  Open for research after each monthly meeting, as well as 
the last full weekend each month: Saturday from 11 am to 5 pm and 
Sunday from 2 pm to 5 pm.  www.ionia.migenweb.net/ICGS/
icgshome.htm 
 
 

Lake Odessa Area Historical Society & 
Depot Museum 
1117 Emerson Street, Lake Odessa, MI  48849 
Phone:  616.374.7518 or 616.374.8420 
The Lake Odessa Area Historical Society 
began in 1968 with the purpose of preserving 
and interpreting the history of the Lake Odessa 
area. This beautiful onion-dome depot was built 

by the D.L. & N. Railway in 1888 and was moved to its present location 
100 years later. After extensive restoration, the depot opened to the 
public in 1995. The complex also offers the Freight House Museum, the 
historic Hosford house and the library of the Ionia County Genealogical 
Society.  It is open to the public the last full weekend of each month. 
Saturday, 10am to 5pm and Sunday 2pm to 5 pm and for special 
events and tours. 

Tri-River Historical Museum Network 
Mission Statement 

To provide collaborative support to the small museums within the Tri-River area while recognizing 
the unique qualities of each museum.  Chairperson: Sally Johnson (srjohnson4@charter.net) 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Marian Bolhuis (616-676-2426) 

2019 Brochure Designed by:  Betsy Davidson—Addorio Technologies 
Phone:  616.987-9200 Email:  betsy@addorio.com 

FACEBOOK:  “Tri River Museum Network” 

 
www.fallasburg.org 

Rockford Area 
Historical Society 

offers monthly 
meetings featuring FREE 
presentations of historical 

interest on the first Thursday 
of the month at Rockford’s 

Community Cabin. 
EVERYONE WELCOME 

Go online to our website at 
www.rockfordmuseum.org 
for schedule information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Village, Museum  
& Recreation Area 

2545 S. Charlton Park Rd.   
Hastings, MI  49058 

269-945-3775    www.charltonpark.org 
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15. Lake Odessa Area Historical Society & Depot Museum
1117 Emerson Street, Lake Odessa, MI 48849

 Lake Odessa Area Historical Society.

The Lake Odessa Area Historical Society began in 
1968 with the purpose of preserving and interpreting 
the history of the Lake Odessa area. This beautiful 
onion-dome depot was built by the D.L. & N. Railway 
in 1888 and was moved to its present location 100 

years later. After extensive restoration, the depot opened to the public in 1995. The 
complex also offers the Freight House Museum, the historic Hosford house and the 
library of the Ionia County Genealogical Society. It is open the fourth Saturday 
of each month, except December, from 10am until 2pm or by appointment.

16. Lakeview Area Museum
107 North Lincoln Avenue, Lakeview, MI 48850
Mailing address: P.O. Box 216
Phone: 989-352-7304
lakeviewareamuseum@gmail.com  

 Lakeview Area Museum

The Lakeview Area Museum was formed in 1994 
and opened to the public in June of 1996 to preserve and share the history of 
the Lakeview area. A colorful sign identifies the museum, located in a former 
well house/police station/food pantry building in the northern end of downtown 
Lakeview. View the history of our town’s logging, farming, schools, businesses, 
organizations, recreation, and home life. Outdoor displays include the 1895 village 
jail cell, a horse-drawn road grader, and a cannon. A huge fire in 1894 wiped out 
all of the downtown businesses, but the town was quickly rebuilt and is proud to 
have celebrated its 150th anniversary in June of 2017. Our museum is open 
on Memorial Day and Saturdays, 10:00am to 2:00pm, from June through 
September and by appointment
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8.  Cascade Historical Society 
2839 Thornapple River Dr  
(Mail: 2865 Thornhills SE) Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
Twp. Phone: 616.949.1500 
Cascade Township was founded in 1848 and the 
township hall was built in 1898. A history group 
was formed in 1974 and a history book published 
in 1987.  Township Hall, now the Museum building, 

was added to the State Historical Registry in 1998. 
 
9.  Cedar Springs Museum 

60 Cedar Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319  
Located in Morley Park.  Phone:  616.696.3335  
The Cedar Springs Museum is a historical museum 
dedicated to collecting, preserving and presenting 
our local history to the community.  Displays 
include a turn of the century kitchen, parlor, a 
general store as well as a railroad display and 

much more. The museum also hosts a wonderful genealogical library with 
microfilms, many Michigan histories and family histories.   Come in and let 
us help you trace your family tree.  Another special feature of the museum 
is our completely restored turn of the century one room school open to 
visitors and available to classrooms looking for an authentic experience.  
Museum is open Wednesdays from 10am to 5pm.  To visit by 
appointment please contact D.M. White at 616.835.0809. 
Web:  cedarspringsmuseum.org.   Email: cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com 
 
 

10.  Historic Charlton Park:  Village, Museum and Recreation Area 
2545 S. Charlton Park Road,  
Hastings, MI  49058. Phone: 269.945.3775 
Historic Charlton Park encompasses 
approximately 300 acres with its historic 
village, museum and recreation area. The 
Park is a product of the vision and work of 
Irving Delos Charlton. In 1936, he donated 
land to Barry County for the purpose of 

building a museum and recreation facility for area residents. During his 
lifetime, Charlton collected thousands of artifacts, most of which form the 
core of the current collection. The historic village began in 1969 and was 
recreated to portray a typical rural Michigan village at the turn-of-the-
century. The Park utilizes buildings such as the one room schoolhouse, 
general store, township hall and stagecoach stop, as well as a host of 
annual special events, to bring history alive for you!  Website:  
www.charltonpark.org or find us on Facebook! Email:  
info@charltonpark.org 
 
 

19.  Lakeview Area Museum 
107 North Lincoln Avenue, Lakeview, MI (no mail) 
Phone: 989-352-7304 
The Lakeview Area Museum was formed in 1994 
and opened to the public in June of 1996 to 
preserve and share the history of the Lakeview 
area. A colorful sign identifies the museum, located 
in a former well house/police station/food pantry 

building in the northern end of downtown Lakeview. View the history of 
our town’s logging, farming, schools, businesses, organizations, 
recreation, and home life.  Outdoor displays include the 1895 village jail 
cell, a horse-drawn road grader, and a cannon.  A huge fire in 1894 wiped 
out all of the downtown businesses, but the town was quickly rebuilt and 
is proud to have celebrated its 150th anniversary in June of 2017. Our 
museum is open on Saturdays 11 to 3 from May through October or 
by appointment.  
Website: lviewmuseum.com or find Lakeview Area Museum on Facebook. 
 
20.  Lowell Area Historical Museum 

325 West Main Street. Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.897.7688 
The Museum is located in the historic Graham 
home, built in 1873.  It features permanent  
galleries surrounding the founding and early 
history of the Lowell area, its industry and 
retailing and the Lowell Showboat.  In addition 
a Victorian Dining Room, Parlor, Porch with 

Garden and a Special Exhibits Gallery which changes annually creates a 
wonderful visitor experience.  Genealogical material available.  The 
Victorian rooms can be rented for your special event, please call for more 
information. The Museum is also open to the public throughout the 
year on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays 1 to 4pm.  
Website:  www.lowellmuseum.org.  Email:  history@lowellmuseum.org 

 

 

The Plainfield Historical Commission 
wishes to thank Plainfield Charter 

Township businesses and residents 
for their support! 

An old sign used to say 
“Village of Plainfield – watch us grow” 

Yes we are!! 
616.363.9399 

www.plainfieldchartertwp.org 

PINE VALLEY
CONSTRUCTION SERVICE

25 Years of Solutions
616-894-4981

Wgarlick@chartermi.net
13510 Old 14-Mile Road, Apt. 1

Greenville, MI 48838

Lakeview Area 
Museum

- Sharing Lakeview area history. Helping with 
family information.
- Summer fest, Music in the Park, Farmer’s 
Market and other town events.
- Cemetery Tour: Sat. before Halloween
- Open 1st weekend June through September 
and by appointment

Phone:  989.352.7304
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17. Lowell Area Historical Museum
325 West Main Street. Lowell, MI 49331
Phone: 616.897.7688
www.lowellmuseum.org   history@lowellmuseum.org
The Lowell Area Historical Museum is located in 
the historic Graham House built in 1873.  It features 
permanent exhibit galleries featuring the early history 
of Lowell, the fur trade era, its industry and retailing, 

the Showboat and Military history.  It also features two Victorian rooms, a dining 
room and parlor and a changing exhibit space. Explore the history of Lowell 
and learn more about our extensive programming and public history information 
located in local parks and in the historic district. The museum is open to the 
public Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 1:00-4:00pm and by appointment.

18. Lyons-Muir Historical Museum
311 E Bridge Street, Lyons MI
Phone: 517.230.7730  or  989.855.2472

 Lyons-Muir Historical Museum
The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum is located in a 
historic store front that was once the home of the 
Lyons Herald, a weekly newspaper serving the City 

of Lyons. Open since 1987, the Museum has exhibits depicting the history of the 
Lyons-Muir area. Come and see our 19th Century general store. The museum is 
open the second Sunday of June, July and August from 1:00-4:00pm or by 
appointment.
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5.  Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum 
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River  
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI  48881 
Phone:  616.693.2730 or 616.897.7670 
Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot 
served the Grand Trunk Railroad.  Moved to 
its present location in 1994, it is now home 

to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum.  The Depot not only 
features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac area.  
Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be 
open for viewing.  The Depot Museum is open to the public from May 
through Sept. on the second and fourth Sundays from 1 to 4pm or 
as posted.   
 
6.  Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage 

Shed and School House 
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,  
Alto, MI  49302, Phone:  616.868.6424 
Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 
we have been a primarily agricultural 
community.  Our museum, school house and 
carriage shed are filled with artifacts and 

research materials that are available to visitors.   Our museums are 
open the first Sunday of the month June, July and August from 2-4 
or by appointment.  Website: www.bownehistory.org.  e-mail: 
srjohnson4@charter.net  or find us on Facebook 
 
7. Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum 

2506 Prescott St. S.W., Byron Center, MI  49315  
Phone: 616.878.0888   
The Byron Centre Historical Society was founded 
in 1978 with a group of ladies interested in 
preserving and protecting our community history.  
In 1986, with the opening of a new Town Hall, 
the old town hall was offered to the society to 
house their museum.  The museum is now home 

to a look back at our early farming community: general store, doctors’ 
offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm 
house.  The museum is open every Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M.; May-November (or by appointment).  We also offer a meeting 
place for small groups at a modest fee.   Facebook:  Byron Centre 
Historical Museum.  Website   www.byroncentermuseum.com.     
Email:  byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net   
 
 
 
 

21.  Lyons-Muir Historical Museum 
311 E Bridge Street, Lyons MI   
Phone:  616.527.9064 or 989.855.2921 
The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum is located in 
a historic store front that was once the home of 
the Lyons Herald, a weekly newspaper serving 
the City of Lyons.  Open since 1987, the 
Museum has exhibits depicting the history of 

the Lyons-Muir area.  Come and see our 19th Century general store.  The 
Museum is open June, July, August on Saturdays from 11-2 or by 
appointment throughout the year. 

MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  
GGRRAANNDD  AARRMMYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEPPUUBBLLIICC    

MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  HHAALLLL  &&  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
  

224 South Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827 
Email:  GARmichigan@gmail.com 

Website:  http://garmuseum.weebly.com 
Face Book:  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum 

COMMEMORATING THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC  
AND ITS CIVIL WAR UNION VETERAN  

FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL  
   MUSEUM  
 in Greenville  

 

  
“Your Journey Starts Here” 
  Open Sat/Sun from 2-4:30 
      from April-November  

 

17 8 

5.  Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum 
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River  
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI  48881 
Phone:  616.693.2730 or 616.897.7670 
Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot 
served the Grand Trunk Railroad.  Moved to 
its present location in 1994, it is now home 

to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum.  The Depot not only 
features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac area.  
Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be 
open for viewing.  The Depot Museum is open to the public from May 
through Sept. on the second and fourth Sundays from 1 to 4pm or 
as posted.   
 
6.  Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage 

Shed and School House 
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,  
Alto, MI  49302, Phone:  616.868.6424 
Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 
we have been a primarily agricultural 
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carriage shed are filled with artifacts and 
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or by appointment.  Website: www.bownehistory.org.  e-mail: 
srjohnson4@charter.net  or find us on Facebook 
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offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm 
house.  The museum is open every Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M.; May-November (or by appointment).  We also offer a meeting 
place for small groups at a modest fee.   Facebook:  Byron Centre 
Historical Museum.  Website   www.byroncentermuseum.com.     
Email:  byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net   
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8.  Cascade Historical Society 
2839 Thornapple River Dr  
(Mail: 2865 Thornhills SE) Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
Twp. Phone: 616.949.1500 
Cascade Township was founded in 1848 and the 
township hall was built in 1898. A history group 
was formed in 1974 and a history book published 
in 1987.  Township Hall, now the Museum building, 

was added to the State Historical Registry in 1998. 
 
9.  Cedar Springs Museum 

60 Cedar Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319  
Located in Morley Park.  Phone:  616.696.3335  
The Cedar Springs Museum is a historical museum 
dedicated to collecting, preserving and presenting 
our local history to the community.  Displays 
include a turn of the century kitchen, parlor, a 
general store as well as a railroad display and 

much more. The museum also hosts a wonderful genealogical library with 
microfilms, many Michigan histories and family histories.   Come in and let 
us help you trace your family tree.  Another special feature of the museum 
is our completely restored turn of the century one room school open to 
visitors and available to classrooms looking for an authentic experience.  
Museum is open Wednesdays from 10am to 5pm.  To visit by 
appointment please contact D.M. White at 616.835.0809. 
Web:  cedarspringsmuseum.org.   Email: cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com 
 
 

10.  Historic Charlton Park:  Village, Museum and Recreation Area 
2545 S. Charlton Park Road,  
Hastings, MI  49058. Phone: 269.945.3775 
Historic Charlton Park encompasses 
approximately 300 acres with its historic 
village, museum and recreation area. The 
Park is a product of the vision and work of 
Irving Delos Charlton. In 1936, he donated 
land to Barry County for the purpose of 

building a museum and recreation facility for area residents. During his 
lifetime, Charlton collected thousands of artifacts, most of which form the 
core of the current collection. The historic village began in 1969 and was 
recreated to portray a typical rural Michigan village at the turn-of-the-
century. The Park utilizes buildings such as the one room schoolhouse, 
general store, township hall and stagecoach stop, as well as a host of 
annual special events, to bring history alive for you!  Website:  
www.charltonpark.org or find us on Facebook! Email:  
info@charltonpark.org 
 
 

19.  Lakeview Area Museum 
107 North Lincoln Avenue, Lakeview, MI (no mail) 
Phone: 989-352-7304 
The Lakeview Area Museum was formed in 1994 
and opened to the public in June of 1996 to 
preserve and share the history of the Lakeview 
area. A colorful sign identifies the museum, located 
in a former well house/police station/food pantry 

building in the northern end of downtown Lakeview. View the history of 
our town’s logging, farming, schools, businesses, organizations, 
recreation, and home life.  Outdoor displays include the 1895 village jail 
cell, a horse-drawn road grader, and a cannon.  A huge fire in 1894 wiped 
out all of the downtown businesses, but the town was quickly rebuilt and 
is proud to have celebrated its 150th anniversary in June of 2017. Our 
museum is open on Saturdays 11 to 3 from May through October or 
by appointment.  
Website: lviewmuseum.com or find Lakeview Area Museum on Facebook. 
 
20.  Lowell Area Historical Museum 

325 West Main Street. Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.897.7688 
The Museum is located in the historic Graham 
home, built in 1873.  It features permanent  
galleries surrounding the founding and early 
history of the Lowell area, its industry and 
retailing and the Lowell Showboat.  In addition 
a Victorian Dining Room, Parlor, Porch with 

Garden and a Special Exhibits Gallery which changes annually creates a 
wonderful visitor experience.  Genealogical material available.  The 
Victorian rooms can be rented for your special event, please call for more 
information. The Museum is also open to the public throughout the 
year on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays 1 to 4pm.  
Website:  www.lowellmuseum.org.  Email:  history@lowellmuseum.org 

 

 

The Plainfield Historical Commission 
wishes to thank Plainfield Charter 

Township businesses and residents 
for their support! 

An old sign used to say 
“Village of Plainfield – watch us grow” 

Yes we are!! 
616.363.9399 

www.plainfieldchartertwp.org 
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www.plainfieldchartertwp.org FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL MUSEUM
50 Years and Counting: 1972-2022+

Monday - Saturday: 
10am – 6pm
Sunday: 12pm – 6pm
Open May 1 – mid October

Check out our new website: flatrivermuseum.org

Congratulations to the 
FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

in Greenville, awarded the
Historical Society of Michigan’s 

State History Awards:

2022 Award for Societies
2022 Award for Educator

2023 Award for Voulunteer

  
Established in 1972

 

31.  Welch Historical Museum 
161 Main Street  PO Box 251 
Sunfield, MI 48890 
The Sunfield Historical Society operates the 
Welch Historical Museum in the former Welch 
Hardware building donated by the Welch family 
in 2011. Come and walk through the full-sized 
1860’s Thorp family log cabin built within the 
museum.  View Sunfield High School 
graduates from 1918-1963 and the restored 

1927 Reo Sunfield Fire Truck, plus many displays of local and area artifacts 
that will take you back in time when life was simpler and moved at a slower 
pace. The museum also hosts a genealogy library that is filled with family 
histories, family files, cemetery and area funeral home records, area (and 
beyond) hard copy newspapers and so much more.  Museum and Genealogy 
Library are open Monday 10-2, Wednesday 2-5, Saturday 10-2 April 
through November.  Winter hours December through March, Saturday 10-
2 only or by appointment 517.449.4895 .  Visits can be made by appointment 
(517) 449-4895.  We look forward to your visit.  Check us out on the web 
www.sunfieldhistoricalsociety.com. 
 
32.  West Michigan Railroad Historical Society  

Depot: 371 N. Union St.  Sparta, MI 49345 
Mail: WMRHS, PO Box 150461 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515 
Phone 616.784.7264  Founded in 1969 to 
preserve and promote Michigan railroad history, 
we meet in our 1886 Toledo, Saginaw & 
Muskegon depot the 3rd Thursday of each 
month from April through November at 7 pm. 

November is our banquet month and December through February we meet in 
members’ homes.  We have many photos, artifacts, records, a boxcar with train 
layout, a roadrailer and a caboose. Each year we host Sparta school children 
to teach them about trains. Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday during 
Sparta’s Town and Country Days the 3rd weekend in July or other times by 
appointment. Email: suzannec@iserv.net  
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IInn  BBeellddiinngg  oonn  MM--4444  
FEATURING….Pizza & Salad 
Buffet, build your own pizza, take & 
bake, salads, appetizers, pasta, 
desserts & subs, grinders & wraps 

TTrrii--RRiivveerr  HHiissttoorriiccaall  MMuusseeuumm  NNeettwwoorrkk  
IInnvviitteess  yyoouu  ttoo  DDiissccoovveerr    

WWeesstt  MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  SSmmaallll  MMuusseeuummss    
FFoorr  YYeeaarr--RRoouunndd  AAddvveennttuurreess  iinn  HHiissttoorryy!!    

Look inside this booklet to learn more about the location, hours and unique qualities 
of each of the thirty-three museums or organizations of the Tri-River Historical 
Museum Network located along the Flat, Grand and Thornapple Rivers.  All invite you 
to come and discover or remember the rich 
history and charm of the area and its 
people, past and present.   
 
Bring your family and friends to take a look 
into the past to see what life was like before 
all of today’s modern technology. Keep this 
booklet handy for year ‘round reference as 
you travel West Michigan! 

 

Our Tri-River 
Quilt Trail is 
one of the 

Quilt Trails of 
Michigan! 

 
 

www.barnquiltinfo.com 

 

Preserving Family 
Histories in Ionia 

County Since 1997 
 

Freight Station 
Museum 

1117 Emerson St, Lake Odessa 
616.374.8455 

www.ionia.migenweb.net/ICGS/
icgshome.htm 

Cover Up 
Enclosures 

Doug & Matt Borup 
616-642-6886 

 
www.coverupenclosures.com 

Exteriors   
Interiors 
Additions 

“SPRING INTO THE PAST” 
““CCeelleebbrraattiinngg  WWoommaann’’ss  RRiigghhtt  ttoo  VVOOTTEE!!  1920-2020 

May 2 & 3, 2020 
(SATURDAY 11AM-5PM AND SUNDAY 12PM TO 5PM) 
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5.  Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum 
138 Bridge Street at the Grand River  
PO Box 565, Saranac, MI  48881 
Phone:  616.693.2730 or 616.897.7670 
Built in 1907, the Boston-Saranac Depot 
served the Grand Trunk Railroad.  Moved to 
its present location in 1994, it is now home 

to the Boston-Saranac Historical Depot Museum.  The Depot not only 
features the history of the Depot, but the history of the Saranac area.  
Adjacent to the Museum is a Grand Trunk caboose, which will also be 
open for viewing.  The Depot Museum is open to the public from May 
through Sept. on the second and fourth Sundays from 1 to 4pm or 
as posted.   
 
6.  Bowne Township Historical Commission —Museum, Carriage 

Shed and School House 
84th & Alden Nash (M-50), PO Box 35,  
Alto, MI  49302, Phone:  616.868.6424 
Since the first settlers arrived in Bowne in 1836 
we have been a primarily agricultural 
community.  Our museum, school house and 
carriage shed are filled with artifacts and 

research materials that are available to visitors.   Our museums are 
open the first Sunday of the month June, July and August from 2-4 
or by appointment.  Website: www.bownehistory.org.  e-mail: 
srjohnson4@charter.net  or find us on Facebook 
 
7. Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum 

2506 Prescott St. S.W., Byron Center, MI  49315  
Phone: 616.878.0888   
The Byron Centre Historical Society was founded 
in 1978 with a group of ladies interested in 
preserving and protecting our community history.  
In 1986, with the opening of a new Town Hall, 
the old town hall was offered to the society to 
house their museum.  The museum is now home 

to a look back at our early farming community: general store, doctors’ 
offices, one-room schoolhouse, Veterans display, and typical farm 
house.  The museum is open every Tuesday from 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 
P.M.; May-November (or by appointment).  We also offer a meeting 
place for small groups at a modest fee.   Facebook:  Byron Centre 
Historical Museum.  Website   www.byroncentermuseum.com.     
Email:  byronmuseum@sbcglobal.net   
 
 
 
 

21.  Lyons-Muir Historical Museum 
311 E Bridge Street, Lyons MI   
Phone:  616.527.9064 or 989.855.2921 
The Lyons-Muir Historical Museum is located in 
a historic store front that was once the home of 
the Lyons Herald, a weekly newspaper serving 
the City of Lyons.  Open since 1987, the 
Museum has exhibits depicting the history of 

the Lyons-Muir area.  Come and see our 19th Century general store.  The 
Museum is open June, July, August on Saturdays from 11-2 or by 
appointment throughout the year. 

MMiicchhiiggaann’’ss  
GGRRAANNDD  AARRMMYY  OOFF  TTHHEE  RREEPPUUBBLLIICC    

MMEEMMOORRIIAALL  HHAALLLL  &&  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
  

224 South Main Street, Eaton Rapids, Michigan 48827 
Email:  GARmichigan@gmail.com 

Website:  http://garmuseum.weebly.com 
Face Book:  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum 

COMMEMORATING THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC  
AND ITS CIVIL WAR UNION VETERAN  

FLAT RIVER HISTORICAL  
   MUSEUM  
 in Greenville  

 

  
“Your Journey Starts Here” 
  Open Sat/Sun from 2-4:30 
      from April-November  

19. Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and Museum
224 South Main St, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827
Phone: 517.922.6427
www.garmuseum.com  
GARmichigan@gmail.com  

  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial 
Hall and Museum

Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.) 
Memorial Hall and Museum is the only museum of its type in the state that is solely 
dedicated to ensuring that the history and contributions of the G.A.R. and its Civil 
War Veteran members to Michigan are not forgotten.  The museum is located in 
the original James B. Brainerd Post #111 G.A.R. Hall in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.  
Built in 1886, the historic Italianate two-storied red brick structure houses over 
5,000 artifacts and records. The Museum is open the first two Wednesdays 
of each month, patriotic holidays, and by appointment.  The Museum can be 
opened any day and time for meetings and tours by contacting the Museum ahead 
of time and arranging a date.  Admission to the Museum is free to the public.  Its 
operation and maintenance rely solely on fully tax-deductible annual sponsorships 
and donations.

 

4.  Belding Museum—Belrockton Dormitory 
108 Hanover Street, Belding, MI 48809 
Phone:  616.794.1900 ext.425 
The Belrockton, which houses the Belding 
Museum, is the last remaining dormitory of the 
original three in Belding.  It was built in 1906 
by the Belding Bros. Manufacturing Company 
to house the single women who worked in their 

four silk mills.  During its heyday, Belding was known as the “Silk Capital 
of the World.”   The museum occupies three floors and features the silk 
industry and the community’s unique role in Michigan history.  It’s open 
the first Sunday of each month from 1 to 4 p.m.  Admission is free. 
To book a tour or more information contact:  
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  www.ci.belding.mi.us 
or Facebook. 
 
“THE BEL” (Belding Exploration Lab)  
108 Hanover St, Belding, MI 48809 

The BEL encourages visitors of all ages to Build, Explore 
and Learn in a safe, stimulating environment. Visitors can 
explore science and history in a hands-on environment.  
You may “fly over Belding” in an airplane or fish on the Flat 
in a Belding-made boat!  Summer Hours: June-August, 1st 
Sunday 1:00-4:00 pm and Every Wednesday 9:00-noon 

and 1:00-4:00.  Winter Hours:  September-May, 1st Sunday 1:00-
4:00pm.  For our current hours, please check the Facebook page, BEL-
BeldingExplorationLab.  Admission is free, but children must be 
accompanied by an adult.  To book a tour or for more info, contact us at 
beldingmuseum@gmail.com.  Visit us on the web:  Facebook or 
www.ci.belding.mi.us 
 
 
 

 
 

22.  Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall and 
Museum 

224 South Main St, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 
Phone: 517.922.6427 
Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic 
(G.A.R.) Memorial Hall and Museum is the only 
museum of its type in the state that is solely 
dedicated to ensuring that the history and 
contributions of the G.A.R. and its Civil War 
Veteran members to Michigan are not 

forgotten.  The museum is located in the former James B. Brainerd Post 
#111 G.A.R. Hall in Eaton Rapids, Michigan.  Built in 1886, the historic 
Italianate two-storied red brick structure houses over 4,700 artifacts and 
records.  The Museum is open the first two Wednesdays of each month, 
patriotic holidays, and by appointment. The Museum can be 
opened any day and time for meetings and tours by contacting the 
Museum ahead of time and arranging a date.  Admission to the Museum 
is free to the public.  Its operation and maintenance rely solely on fully 
tax-deductible annual sponsorships and donations.  
www.garmuseum.weebly.com, Facebook: Michigan’s Grand Army of the 
Republic Memorial Hall and Museum, Email: GARmichigan@gmail.com. 
 
23. Midwest Miniatures Museum  

WE’RE MOVING to Grand Haven! 
Open in Hickory Corners until Nov 30, 2019 
6855 W Hickory Road 
Hickory Corners, MI 49060 (next to Gilmore Car Museum) 
Phone: (269) 671-4404 
Coming to Grand Haven in 2020! 
The Museum features fine quality miniatures 

currently displayed in a gallery setting in a picturesque white farmhouse. 
Children and adults alike are fascinated by the tiny architectural styles 
and scenes that depict historical time periods. The Museum proudly 
exhibits works of miniature art from hundreds of artists. Visit our 
website or find us on Facebook for information about our hours 
and days of operation and updates about our move to Grand 
Haven. Call for group tours or special events.   
Website: www.midwestminiaturesmuseum.com 
 

 
 

7 18 

Open 1-4pm 
Tuesday 
Thursday 
Saturday  
Sunday 

 

www.lowellmuseum.org 
616-897-7688 

325 W. Main Street 

TRI RIVER ACTIVITIES ON FACEBOOK 
Visit Tri River Historical Museum Network on Facebook to learn about special activities 

at our member museums.  Special speakers, programs and notices are posted 
frequently to keep members and the public informed.  Check it out!  
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20. Oakfield Museum
11009 Podunk Avenue NE,Greenville, MI 48838 
(No mail delivery at this address)
Phone 616.754.4553
www.commoncorners.com/oakfield

The Museum is housed in a 1901 structure built 
as the meeting place for the “Ancient Order of 
Gleaners” and then used as a township hall from 

1931-1987. This historic building was restored and now houses photos and 
artifacts of the area including the White Swan School, Podunk Mill, Oakfield Union 
Chapel and Harvard businesses. Upstairs is a raised stage with scenic backdrop 
and advertising sideboards, as well as agricultural and home life displays, including 
a Stevens Dishwasher patented in 1886! Genealogical research material is also 
available. The Museum is open the first weekend in May for the Spring Into 
the Past and then the 4th Sundays in June, July, August and September from 
2:00-4:00pm.

21. Pine Forest Historical Museum
402 East Home Street, Edmore, MI 48829
Phone: 989.427.3843 or 989.427.5801
Farm7838@gmail.com  

  Edmore Pine Forest Historical Museum

Take a fantasy filled stroll back through the wonders of 
America gone by and visit Edmore’s museum. Opened 

in 1983, the museum is located in the former Our Savior’s Lutheran Church. A 
couple of the more exotic exhibits include Victorian jewelry made from hair and a 
glass bookcase owned by a former State Treasurer of Illinois – a close personal 
friend of Abraham Lincoln. Museum Open May to Oct. every Thur. from 2:00-
4:00. Also open by appointment.

 

May 2 and 3, 2020 
(Saturday 11AM-5PM and Sunday 

NOON TO 5PM) 
 

During the first weekend of May every 
year, the museums of the     

Tri-River Historical Museum Network host 
their annual open house  

when ALL member museums are open 
the SAME days and hours    

for your convenience!   
 

Use the map inside this booklet to select 
an area and tour several museums on the 

same day to discover their local history 
and enjoy their special displays on this 

year’s transportation theme. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  MAY 1 & 2, 2021 

24.  Oakfield Museum 
11009 Podunk Avenue NE,  
Greenville, MI 48838  
(No mail delivery at this address) 
Phone 616.754.4553 
The Museum is housed in a 1901 structure 
built as the meeting place for the “Ancient 
Order of Gleaners” and then used as a 
township hall from 1931-1987. This historic 

building was restored and now houses photos and artifacts of the area 
including the White Swan School,  Podunk Mill, Oakfield Union Chapel 
and Harvard businesses.   Upstairs is a raised stage with scenic 
backdrop and advertising sideboards, as well as agricultural and home 
life displays, including a Stevens Dishwasher patented in 1886! 
Genealogical research material is also available. The museum is open 
the first weekend in May for Spring Into the Past and then the 
second and fourth Sundays in June-September from 2-4pm.  
Website: commoncorners.com/oakfield  
 
25.  Pine Forest Historical Museum 

402 East Home Street, Edmore, MI  48829 
Phone:  989.427.3843 or 989.427.5801 or 
989.561.2869 
Take a fantasy filled stroll back through the 
wonders of  America gone by and visit 
Edmore’s  museum.  Opened in 1983, the 
museum is located in the former Our Savior’s 

Lutheran Church.  A couple of the more exotic exhibits include Victorian 
jewelry made from hair and a glass bookcase owned by a former State 
Treasurer of Illinois – a close personal friend of Abraham Lincoln.  
Museum Open May to Oct. every Thur. from 2-4.  Also open by 
appointment.  Facebook:  Edmore Pine Forest Historical Museum.  
Email:  wshirley2@frontier.com  

 
 

Cedar Springs Summer Car Show 
Great Cars, Trucks & Motorcycles 

Bring the Family!  Join the Fun! 
 
 

Last Saturday in July 
8:00 to 2:00 

 
  

Car Show Located in Morley Park  
60 Cedar Street, Cedar Springs, MI 

(One block south of 17-Mile  and Northland 
Drive).  cedarspringsmuseum@gmail.com 

Trophies and 
Prizes! 

Dash Plaques to 
the first 100 cars 
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161 Main St. PO Box 251 
Sunfield, MI 48890  

April through November: Monday 10-2, 
Wednesday 2-5, Saturday 10-2.  

December through March:  
Saturday 10-2 only or by appointment  

517.449.4895  
FREE ADMISSION 

SPRING INTO THE PAST — Sunday May 3, 2020 
at 6pm.“Old Fashioned Hymn Sing” - Please join us in 
singing the old time hymns, and enjoy historical 
vignettes of Alton pioneers! 

North Country 
Trail 

Association 
 

229 E Main St, 
Lowell, MI  

49331 
616.897.5987 

The North Country Trail is America’s 
longest National Scenic Trail  

stretching 4,600 miles  
from New York to North Dakota. 

BBaarrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  HHiissttoorriiccaall  
SSoocciieettyy  

Programs at the Hastings Public 
Library, 227 E State St, Hastings MI 

at 6 pm. 
 

April 1 – Tips and Tidbits to Help Genealogists 
with Sue Irvine.  May 6 - Dolls and History of 
Dolls with Jenny Sykes.  June 3 – Share your 
Stories of Picnics, Reunions and Threshing 
Parties. August 5 – History of Barry County 
Fairs. October 7 – Flintknapper by Mike Cook.  
November 4 – The Lives of the Barry County 
Indians.  Facebook: “Barry County Historical” 

Lake Odessa Area 
Historical Society     

1117 Emerson Street,  
Lake Odessa  

Invites you to visit its restored 
1887 Depot, its Caboose, and 

its Hosford House  
Visit the Chocolate Shop and The Ice 
Cream Emporium on Fourth Avenue  

 

May 2 and 3, 2020 
(Saturday 11AM-5PM and Sunday 

NOON TO 5PM) 
 

During the first weekend of May every 
year, the museums of the     
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and enjoy their special displays on this 

year’s transportation theme. 
 

SAVE THE DATE:  MAY 1 & 2, 2021 
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December through March:  
Saturday 10-2 only or by appointment  

517.449.4895  
FREE ADMISSION 

SPRING INTO THE PAST — Sunday May 3, 2020 
at 6pm.“Old Fashioned Hymn Sing” - Please join us in 
singing the old time hymns, and enjoy historical 
vignettes of Alton pioneers! 

North Country 
Trail 

Association 
 

229 E Main St, 
Lowell, MI  

49331 
616.897.5987 

The North Country Trail is America’s 
longest National Scenic Trail  

stretching 4,600 miles  
from New York to North Dakota. 

BBaarrrryy  CCoouunnttyy  HHiissttoorriiccaall  
SSoocciieettyy  

Programs at the Hastings Public 
Library, 227 E State St, Hastings MI 

at 6 pm. 
 

April 1 – Tips and Tidbits to Help Genealogists 
with Sue Irvine.  May 6 - Dolls and History of 
Dolls with Jenny Sykes.  June 3 – Share your 
Stories of Picnics, Reunions and Threshing 
Parties. August 5 – History of Barry County 
Fairs. October 7 – Flintknapper by Mike Cook.  
November 4 – The Lives of the Barry County 
Indians.  Facebook: “Barry County Historical” 

Lake Odessa Area 
Historical Society     

1117 Emerson Street,  
Lake Odessa  

Invites you to visit its restored 
1887 Depot, its Caboose, and 

its Hosford House  
Visit the Chocolate Shop and The Ice 
Cream Emporium on Fourth Avenue  

TRI RIVER ACTIVITIES ON FACEBOOK

Visit Tri River Historical Museum Network on Facebook 
to learn about special activities at our member museums. 

Special speakers, programs and notices are posted 
frequently to keep members and the public informed. 

Check it out!
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22. Plainfield Grand Rogue Historical Society -The Hyser Rivers Museum
6440 West River Road, Belmont, MI 49306 
www.PlainfieldGrandRogue.org  
PlainfieldHistory.com
     Plainfield Grand Rogue

Dr. William Hyser served many roles in the house 
he built in 1852: in addition to country doctor, 

he was a Captain in the 6th Michigan Cavalry during the Civil War, Justice of 
the Peace, school inspector and Township Clerk. His home served at one time 
as a stagecoach stop and post office.  In 1973, Plainfield Township re-purposed 
this last home of the original Plainfield Village and other historical artifacts as a 
public museum operated by the township Historical Commission.  Fifty years later, 
in 2023, the nonprofit Plainfield Grand Rogue Historical Society assumed this 
mission.  Special museum tours can be arranged and schools are encouraged 
to learn of the historical resources we have for teachers and students.  Contact 
PlainfieldHistory@gmail.com.  The museum is open the first Sundays, May 
through December (except for holiday weekends) from 2pm to 4:30pm.

23. Portland Area Historical Society
The Portland Area Historical Society is a 501(C)3 organization dedicated to the 
preservation of Portland’s historical records and artifacts.  Even though we do not 
have a museum building at this time, we are still able to showcase our collections 
through various community events. Our monthly meetings are held on the 4th 
Tuesdays of the month at 144 Kent Street (The Senior Services Building).  We 
meet at 6:30pm January through June and September through November.  In 
August, we are in the Red Mill during Red Mill Community Days.  In October, we 
conduct a Cemetery Walk through the Portland Cemetery with actors portraying 
historic citizens.  Our goal for the future is to have our own museum building 
where we can permanently display the many artifacts that have been collected and 
donated throughout the years.  For more information about our organization, 
contact us via our email mi.pahs@gmail.cm or through our Facebook page: 
Portland Area Historical Society.  Everyone is welcome and encouraged to 
attend our meetings.

 

26.  Plainfield Charter Township—The Hyser Rivers Museum 
6440 West River Road, Belmont, MI 49306  
Phone: 616.363.9399 
Dr. William Hyser, a Civil War veteran, and the 
house he built in 1852 played many roles as 
stage coach stop, post office, office of township 
clerk, Justice of the Peace, and school 
inspector. In 1973 the Plainfield Historical 

Commission was created to save this last remaining structure in the original 
village and to collect articles related to life in Plainfield Township. The museum 
is open the first Sundays May thru Dec. (except holiday weekends) 2 to 
4:30 pm.  Schools are encouraged to contact us to learn of historical 
resources we have which can be used by teachers or students.  Special 
museum tours can be arranged by contacting the Plainfield Charter Township 
Hall. www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.  Email:  PlainfieldHistory@gmail.com 
 
27.  Portland Area Historical Society 
The society works to preserve local history through its collection of historic 
photographs and documents housed in the Portland District Library Historical 
Room, 334 Kent Street, Portland.  Meetings to hear guest speakers and 
discuss local history are held monthly (except July and December) at 6:30 pm 
at the Senior Service Center, 144 Kent Street. (unless otherwise advertised)  
They can be contacted at mi.pahs@gmail.com or through their Facebook page.  
They are a 501c3.  

3. Barry County Historical Society 
PO Box 311, Hastings MI 49058 
Phone: 616.293.8666 
Barry County Historical Society does not operate a museum 
but does aid in the discovery and preservation of all 
historical materials connected or associated with Barry 
County.  In 2020, the Society will present programs at the 
Hastings Public Library, 227 E State St., Hastings MI at 6 

PM.  April 1 – Tips and Tidbits to Help Genealogists with Sue Irvine.  May 6 – 
Dolls and History of Dolls with Jenny Sykes.  June 3 – Share Your Stories of 
Picnics, Reunions and Threshing Parties.  August 5 – History of Barry County 
Fairs.  October 7 – Flintknapper by Mike Cook.  November 4 – The Lives of 
the Barry County Indians.  See us on Facebook:  Barry County Historical or 
email bchistory64@gmail.com. 

Iron Rails Model Railroad Club 
5584 McComber Trail, Hastings MI 49058 
Phone:  269.953.6079 Gus Swenson 
The Iron Rails Model Railroad Club does not operate a museum, but it has a 
goal to preserve local history of the Railroad in Barry County.  The Club 
meets every Friday at 10:30 am in the Commission on Aging Building, 320 
Woodlawn Ave., Hastings MI 49058.  Members of the club have a Speaker’s 
Bureau and will speak on the local history of the Railroad. 
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28.  Rockford Area Museum (RAM) 
21 S. Monroe   Rockford, MI 49341  
Phone 616.866.2235 
The Rockford Area Museum is now proudly 
greeting visitors six days a week the year 
around.     Designed to be very family friendly, 
there are interactive displays for kids that 
educate and entertain.  Plenty of great artifacts 
tell the story of the entire Rockford area’s history.  

Artfully combined with bold graphics that include a “forest” where kids can play 
and parents can relax, the new RAM sets a unique standard of excellence for 
small city museums.  A presentation area shows videos of historic significance, 
including moments in Rockford’s history from as long ago as the 1930’s as well 
as more recent events like the Rockford Band’s appearance in the 1986 Rose 
Parade. The RAM is closed on Mondays.  Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday from 1-4 pm; Thursday 10 am – 4 pm; Saturday: Noon – 4 pm.   
Research assistance is available by appointment.  There is no charge for 
admission to the RAM, services, tours, or outside presentations.  
 
29.  Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum / Historical Society 

2 E. Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 
Located in Salisbury Park. 
Our building was originally a church and later served 
as village office and public library. In 1977 the village 
made plans for a new municipal building on the 
property. The Chamber of Commerce moved the 
building across the street into the park where a group 
of ladies from the village collected many historical 
items and started the museum. In 1969 “The Sand 
Lake Story” was released in book form celebrating our 
100th anniversary. The museum strives to preserve 

and share the history of the Sand Lake area. Our museum is open the 4th 
Tuesday of every month from noon to 7 pm or by appointment. Email: 
historicalsociety@villageofsandlake.org  Facebook: Sand Lake Historical 
Society / Salisbury Museum.  
 
30.  Vestaburg Area Historical Society 
P.O. Box 302, Vestaburg, MI 48891 
Phone: (989) 640-0056 
Vestaburg Area Historical Society was formed in 2015 for the purpose of 
preserving the history of Vestaburg and the surrounding areas.  During this 
organizational phase, they don’t have a museum but will have a display area at 
the township hall, as well as historical displays at the Railroad Depot during 
Vestaburg Community Days in July. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm at the Richland Township Hall, 8755 3rd Street, Vestaburg, 
MI and everyone is welcome.  If anyone has any pictures or articles regarding 
the Vestaburg area, please call the contact number, email us 
at  gram06@yahoo.com  or visit Vestaburg Area Historical Society on 
Facebook. 
 
 

1.  The Alton Historic Church Museum 
2780 Lincoln Lake Ave NE, Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.745.1316 
At the intersection of Lincoln Lake Road and 3 Mile 
Ave, just 5 miles north of Lowell, lies the village of 
Alton.   The bare crossroads today give but one 
clue to the thriving village that once existed.  Here, 
where  the first log school house in Vergennes 
township once stood, stands the historic Alton 
church building, surrounded by cemetery.  The 

Alton church, owned by the community, housed numerous church 
congregations through the years, and is now home to displays highlighting 
the village in its peak during the 1880’s and 90’s.  Families fleeing the 
Canadian rebellion of 1838 settled the Alton village.  The village grew steadily 
over time, until the 1890’s, when the village saw a great immigration of Swiss 
settlers.  It later declined as the railroad passed the village by.  Facebook:  
Alton Historic Church Museum.  Email:  altonchurchmuseum@yahoo.com.   
 
2.  Averill Historical Museum of Ada/Ada Historical Society 

7144 Headley Street, PO Box 741 
Ada, MI 49301.  Phone:  616.676.9346 
The Ada Historical Society, formed in 1974, 
maintains the Averill Historical Museum of Ada.  
The museum, located across from the Ada Post 
Office in an 1870 farmhouse, features permanent 
and temporary exhibits on the history of the Ada 
community.  Museum grounds include a late 19th 
century barn with a farm garden and barn quilt 

block, Rix Robinson memorial, dahlia and pollinator gardens.  Gift shop offers 
many Ada-themed items.  Ada Historical Society welcomes members to join 
as they preserve, share, and celebrate the unique history of the Ada 
community.  Museum hours are Fridays and Saturdays, 1-4:00 pm, March-
December. 
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26.  Plainfield Charter Township—The Hyser Rivers Museum 
6440 West River Road, Belmont, MI 49306  
Phone: 616.363.9399 
Dr. William Hyser, a Civil War veteran, and the 
house he built in 1852 played many roles as 
stage coach stop, post office, office of township 
clerk, Justice of the Peace, and school 
inspector. In 1973 the Plainfield Historical 

Commission was created to save this last remaining structure in the original 
village and to collect articles related to life in Plainfield Township. The museum 
is open the first Sundays May thru Dec. (except holiday weekends) 2 to 
4:30 pm.  Schools are encouraged to contact us to learn of historical 
resources we have which can be used by teachers or students.  Special 
museum tours can be arranged by contacting the Plainfield Charter Township 
Hall. www.plainfieldchartertwp.org.  Email:  PlainfieldHistory@gmail.com 
 
27.  Portland Area Historical Society 
The society works to preserve local history through its collection of historic 
photographs and documents housed in the Portland District Library Historical 
Room, 334 Kent Street, Portland.  Meetings to hear guest speakers and 
discuss local history are held monthly (except July and December) at 6:30 pm 
at the Senior Service Center, 144 Kent Street. (unless otherwise advertised)  
They can be contacted at mi.pahs@gmail.com or through their Facebook page.  
They are a 501c3.  

3. Barry County Historical Society 
PO Box 311, Hastings MI 49058 
Phone: 616.293.8666 
Barry County Historical Society does not operate a museum 
but does aid in the discovery and preservation of all 
historical materials connected or associated with Barry 
County.  In 2020, the Society will present programs at the 
Hastings Public Library, 227 E State St., Hastings MI at 6 

PM.  April 1 – Tips and Tidbits to Help Genealogists with Sue Irvine.  May 6 – 
Dolls and History of Dolls with Jenny Sykes.  June 3 – Share Your Stories of 
Picnics, Reunions and Threshing Parties.  August 5 – History of Barry County 
Fairs.  October 7 – Flintknapper by Mike Cook.  November 4 – The Lives of 
the Barry County Indians.  See us on Facebook:  Barry County Historical or 
email bchistory64@gmail.com. 

Iron Rails Model Railroad Club 
5584 McComber Trail, Hastings MI 49058 
Phone:  269.953.6079 Gus Swenson 
The Iron Rails Model Railroad Club does not operate a museum, but it has a 
goal to preserve local history of the Railroad in Barry County.  The Club 
meets every Friday at 10:30 am in the Commission on Aging Building, 320 
Woodlawn Ave., Hastings MI 49058.  Members of the club have a Speaker’s 
Bureau and will speak on the local history of the Railroad. 
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Facebook: Sand Lake Area Chanber of Commerce 

     Visit the    
Oakfield Museum 
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Open 2-4 pm 
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24. Rockford Area Museum (RAM)
21 S. Monroe Rockford, MI 49341
Phone 616.866.2235
rockfordmuseum@gmail.com

  Rockford Area Museum 
The Rockford Area Museum proudly greets visitors six 
days a week, all year round.  A presentation area in 
our South Room shows videos of historical significance, 

including our RaMemories interviews with Rockford area residents.  The North Room 
contains a chronological history of Rockford and the surrounding areas while the Back Hall 
displays a collection of high school class photos.  The RAM is closed on Mondays but 
is open year-round Tuesday through Sunday from 1:00-4:00pm.  Research assistance 
is available by appointment.  There is no charge for admission to the RAM nor cost for 
research assistance.

Cover Up Enclosures, LLC
10825 Ware Road, Lowell, MI 49331

Doug and Matt Borup
616-642-6886

www.coverupenclosures.com
Exteriors 
Interiors
Additions

Sand Lake Sand Lake 
Chamber of CommerceChamber of Commerce
Annual 4th of July CelebrationAnnual 4th of July Celebration

Come Join the Fun!Come Join the Fun!

2 E. maple Street2 E. maple Street
Facebook: Sand Lake Area Chamber of CommerceFacebook: Sand Lake Area Chamber of Commerce

 

31.  Welch Historical Museum 
161 Main Street  PO Box 251 
Sunfield, MI 48890 
The Sunfield Historical Society operates the 
Welch Historical Museum in the former Welch 
Hardware building donated by the Welch family 
in 2011. Come and walk through the full-sized 
1860’s Thorp family log cabin built within the 
museum.  View Sunfield High School 
graduates from 1918-1963 and the restored 

1927 Reo Sunfield Fire Truck, plus many displays of local and area artifacts 
that will take you back in time when life was simpler and moved at a slower 
pace. The museum also hosts a genealogy library that is filled with family 
histories, family files, cemetery and area funeral home records, area (and 
beyond) hard copy newspapers and so much more.  Museum and Genealogy 
Library are open Monday 10-2, Wednesday 2-5, Saturday 10-2 April 
through November.  Winter hours December through March, Saturday 10-
2 only or by appointment 517.449.4895 .  Visits can be made by appointment 
(517) 449-4895.  We look forward to your visit.  Check us out on the web 
www.sunfieldhistoricalsociety.com. 
 
32.  West Michigan Railroad Historical Society  

Depot: 371 N. Union St.  Sparta, MI 49345 
Mail: WMRHS, PO Box 150461 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515 
Phone 616.784.7264  Founded in 1969 to 
preserve and promote Michigan railroad history, 
we meet in our 1886 Toledo, Saginaw & 
Muskegon depot the 3rd Thursday of each 
month from April through November at 7 pm. 

November is our banquet month and December through February we meet in 
members’ homes.  We have many photos, artifacts, records, a boxcar with train 
layout, a roadrailer and a caboose. Each year we host Sparta school children 
to teach them about trains. Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday during 
Sparta’s Town and Country Days the 3rd weekend in July or other times by 
appointment. Email: suzannec@iserv.net  
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Look inside this booklet to learn more about the location, hours and unique qualities 
of each of the thirty-three museums or organizations of the Tri-River Historical 
Museum Network located along the Flat, Grand and Thornapple Rivers.  All invite you 
to come and discover or remember the rich 
history and charm of the area and its 
people, past and present.   
 
Bring your family and friends to take a look 
into the past to see what life was like before 
all of today’s modern technology. Keep this 
booklet handy for year ‘round reference as 
you travel West Michigan! 
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28.  Rockford Area Museum (RAM) 
21 S. Monroe   Rockford, MI 49341  
Phone 616.866.2235 
The Rockford Area Museum is now proudly 
greeting visitors six days a week the year 
around.     Designed to be very family friendly, 
there are interactive displays for kids that 
educate and entertain.  Plenty of great artifacts 
tell the story of the entire Rockford area’s history.  

Artfully combined with bold graphics that include a “forest” where kids can play 
and parents can relax, the new RAM sets a unique standard of excellence for 
small city museums.  A presentation area shows videos of historic significance, 
including moments in Rockford’s history from as long ago as the 1930’s as well 
as more recent events like the Rockford Band’s appearance in the 1986 Rose 
Parade. The RAM is closed on Mondays.  Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday from 1-4 pm; Thursday 10 am – 4 pm; Saturday: Noon – 4 pm.   
Research assistance is available by appointment.  There is no charge for 
admission to the RAM, services, tours, or outside presentations.  
 
29.  Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum / Historical Society 

2 E. Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 
Located in Salisbury Park. 
Our building was originally a church and later served 
as village office and public library. In 1977 the village 
made plans for a new municipal building on the 
property. The Chamber of Commerce moved the 
building across the street into the park where a group 
of ladies from the village collected many historical 
items and started the museum. In 1969 “The Sand 
Lake Story” was released in book form celebrating our 
100th anniversary. The museum strives to preserve 

and share the history of the Sand Lake area. Our museum is open the 4th 
Tuesday of every month from noon to 7 pm or by appointment. Email: 
historicalsociety@villageofsandlake.org  Facebook: Sand Lake Historical 
Society / Salisbury Museum.  
 
30.  Vestaburg Area Historical Society 
P.O. Box 302, Vestaburg, MI 48891 
Phone: (989) 640-0056 
Vestaburg Area Historical Society was formed in 2015 for the purpose of 
preserving the history of Vestaburg and the surrounding areas.  During this 
organizational phase, they don’t have a museum but will have a display area at 
the township hall, as well as historical displays at the Railroad Depot during 
Vestaburg Community Days in July. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month at 2 pm at the Richland Township Hall, 8755 3rd Street, Vestaburg, 
MI and everyone is welcome.  If anyone has any pictures or articles regarding 
the Vestaburg area, please call the contact number, email us 
at  gram06@yahoo.com  or visit Vestaburg Area Historical Society on 
Facebook. 
 
 

1.  The Alton Historic Church Museum 
2780 Lincoln Lake Ave NE, Lowell, MI  49331 
Phone:  616.745.1316 
At the intersection of Lincoln Lake Road and 3 Mile 
Ave, just 5 miles north of Lowell, lies the village of 
Alton.   The bare crossroads today give but one 
clue to the thriving village that once existed.  Here, 
where  the first log school house in Vergennes 
township once stood, stands the historic Alton 
church building, surrounded by cemetery.  The 

Alton church, owned by the community, housed numerous church 
congregations through the years, and is now home to displays highlighting 
the village in its peak during the 1880’s and 90’s.  Families fleeing the 
Canadian rebellion of 1838 settled the Alton village.  The village grew steadily 
over time, until the 1890’s, when the village saw a great immigration of Swiss 
settlers.  It later declined as the railroad passed the village by.  Facebook:  
Alton Historic Church Museum.  Email:  altonchurchmuseum@yahoo.com.   
 
2.  Averill Historical Museum of Ada/Ada Historical Society 

7144 Headley Street, PO Box 741 
Ada, MI 49301.  Phone:  616.676.9346 
The Ada Historical Society, formed in 1974, 
maintains the Averill Historical Museum of Ada.  
The museum, located across from the Ada Post 
Office in an 1870 farmhouse, features permanent 
and temporary exhibits on the history of the Ada 
community.  Museum grounds include a late 19th 
century barn with a farm garden and barn quilt 

block, Rix Robinson memorial, dahlia and pollinator gardens.  Gift shop offers 
many Ada-themed items.  Ada Historical Society welcomes members to join 
as they preserve, share, and celebrate the unique history of the Ada 
community.  Museum hours are Fridays and Saturdays, 1-4:00 pm, March-
December. 
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25. Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum / Historical Society
2 E. Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343
Located in Salisbury Park.
historicalsociety@villageofsandlake.org   

 Sand Lake Historical Society/Salisbury Museum
Our building was originally a church and later served as 
village office and public library. In 1977 the village made 
plans for a new municipal building on the property. The 
Chamber of Commerce moved the building across the 
street into the park where a group of ladies from the 
village collected many historical items and started the 

museum. In 1969 “The Sand Lake Story” was released in book form celebrating 
our 100th anniversary. The museum strives to preserve and share the history of 
the Sand Lake area. Our museum is open the 4th Tuesday of every month 
from 2 pm to 7 pm or by appointment.

26. Vestaburg Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 302, Vestaburg, MI 48891
Phone: (989) 640-0056
gram06@yahoo.com    

  Vestaburg Area Historical Society
Vestaburg Area Historical Society was formed in 2015 for the purpose of preserving 
the history of Vestaburg and the surrounding areas. During this organizational 
phase, they don’t have a museum but will have a display area at the township hall, 
as well as historical displays at the Railroad Depot during Vestaburg Community Days 
in July. Meetings are held the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 2 pm at the Richland 
Township Hall, 8755 3rd Street, Vestaburg, MI and everyone is welcome. If anyone 
has any pictures or articles regarding the Vestaburg area, please contact us.
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27. Welch Historical Museum
161 Main Street PO Box 251
Sunfield, MI 48890
Phone: 517.449.4895
www.sunfieldhistoricalsociety.com   

  Welch Historical Museum, Sunfield 

The Sunfield Historical Society operates the Welch 
Museum on Sunfield’s Main Street which consists of nearly ten thousand square 
feet of exhibition space and is filled with hundreds of items.  We feature a full 
sized replica of one of Sunfield’s earliest homes, an 1860’s view of the Thorp 
family log cabin, a 1927 REO Sunfield Fire Truck, our extensive Veterans display 
highlighted by 30 figures, fully uniformed by area Veterans, plus Sunfield High 
School class pictures form 1918-1963, an array of annuals, sports section, and 
assorted memorabilia of our demolished school.  Also on site Sunfield’s first 
jail cell, a working miniature carnival, carvings by Burr Parker with a spotlight 
on a full sized clown “Weary Willie”, a one room school, soda fountain, 1890’s 
parlor, doctor’s office, barber shop, church, grandma’s kitchen and our barn. Our 
genealogy room has 26 large five drawer file cabinets filled with thousands of 
obits, family histories, pictures, anniversaries, births, weddings, cemetery records 
and more.  We can help you discover your family.  The museum is open Monday, 
10-2, Wednesday, 2-5 and Saturday, 10-2, March through November.  Winter 
hours are December through February, Saturday, 10-2.  Please stop in and 
join us. Our Round Oak Stove warms us in the winter, our vast museum in 
cool in the summer, coffee is always at the ready. 
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Grattan Township Historical 
Society and Museum 

Please join us on May 25, 2020 
for our 32nd Annual Bridge Walk and 

Memorial Service. 
The Bridge Walk was started by the 
Historical Society in 1988 and has 

become an annual event with activities 
for the entire family. 

The museum will be open from 9am to 1pm.  
There will be a bake sale and raffle. 

Use the handy map inside to plan and guide your tour. 
Plan a visit to these unique Tri-River Museums  

housed in a variety of historic buildings: 

 Alton Historic Church Museum – in old church, north of Lowell 
 Ada’s Averill Historical Museum – house and barn in Ada 
 Barry County Historical Society – visit Middleville Depot 

 Iron Rails Model Railroad Club – speakers share railroad history  
 Belding Museum & “The Bel” – in Belrockton Silk Mill Dormitory      
 Boston/Saranac Historical Society – a depot museum in Saranac 
 Bowne Township – museum, carriage house, school – near Alto 
 Byron Centre Historical Society & Museum – in former town hall 
 Cascade Historical Museum – in historical old township hall 
 Cedar Springs Museum – in Morley Park, artifacts and research   
 Charlton Park Historical Village – with museum, near Hastings 
 Clarksville/Campbell Historical Society – has no museum as yet  
 Fallasburg Historical Village – near covered bridge, north of Lowell  
 Fighting Falcon Military Museum – honors local Greenville veterans 
 Flat River Historical Museum – with Victorian Garden in Greenville  
 Freeport Historical Society – located in the old Masonic Temple  
 Grattan Township Historical Society – 1853 structure west of Belding 
 Ionia’s Blanchard House and Museum – in stately Victorian Mansion   
 Ionia Free Fair Antique Village – during Ionia Free Fair  in July 
 Ionia Co. Genealogical Society – Lake Odessa History Room research  
 Lake Odessa Historical Society Depot Museum – displays, archives  
 Lakeview Area Museum – in old well house/police station/food pantry  
 Lowell Area Historical Museum – in old home with Victorian flair  
 Lyons/Muir Historical Museum in Lyons – in former store building in Lyons  
 Michigan’s G.A.R. – in Eaton Rapids  
 Midwest Miniatures Museum - tiny displays in Hickory Corners  
 Oakfield Museum - west of Greenville in old Gleaner Hall in Podunk  
 Pine Forest Historical Museum – in historic 1881 church in Edmore  
 Plainfield Charter Twp.—Hyser Rivers Museum – north of Grand Rapids 
 Portland Area Historical Society — memorabilia in Portland Area Library  
 Rockford Area Museum – in former district court building in Rockford  
 Sand Lake Salisbury Park Museum - located in the park 
 Vestaburg Area Historical Society  – displays during special events  
 Welch Historical Museum – in former hardware store in Sunfield  
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2839 Thornapple River Drive 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
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IT Support Services 
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Greater Kent County Area 

 

616.987.9200 
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8233 Byron Center Ave Suite K  
Byron Center MI 49315  

616-583-9000 ~ www.bcfws.com  
Securities and advisory services offered through 
SagePoint Financial, Inc, member FINRA/SIPC. 
Insurance services offered by Kevin Fifield are 
independent of SagePoint Financial, Inc. BCF 
Wealth Strategies is a marketing designation.  

Midwest Miniatures Museum 

We’re Moving  
to Grand Haven! 

The Museum will re-open at the  
historic Nathaniel Robbins Mansion 

near downtown Grand Haven in Spring 

www.midwestminiaturesmuseum.com 

Please join us on Memorial Day for our Bridge 
Walk and Memorial Service.   

The Bridge Walk was started by the Historical 
Society in 1988 and has become an annual 

event with activities for the entire family.  The 
museum is open to the public on Memorial Day 

from 9am – 1pm, the second Sunday of the 
month from 2 – 4pm June through October, and 

by appointment

Curtis Community Building
209 S. Sheldon St. Edmore, MI 48829

Weddings   Birthdays   Anniversaries   Banquets   Reunions   Meetings   Baby Showers & More
email: curtiscommunitybuilding@gmail.com facebook.com/CurtisCommunityBuilding

Call (989)427-5641 to reserve your special date with us!

 

31.  Welch Historical Museum 
161 Main Street  PO Box 251 
Sunfield, MI 48890 
The Sunfield Historical Society operates the 
Welch Historical Museum in the former Welch 
Hardware building donated by the Welch family 
in 2011. Come and walk through the full-sized 
1860’s Thorp family log cabin built within the 
museum.  View Sunfield High School 
graduates from 1918-1963 and the restored 

1927 Reo Sunfield Fire Truck, plus many displays of local and area artifacts 
that will take you back in time when life was simpler and moved at a slower 
pace. The museum also hosts a genealogy library that is filled with family 
histories, family files, cemetery and area funeral home records, area (and 
beyond) hard copy newspapers and so much more.  Museum and Genealogy 
Library are open Monday 10-2, Wednesday 2-5, Saturday 10-2 April 
through November.  Winter hours December through March, Saturday 10-
2 only or by appointment 517.449.4895 .  Visits can be made by appointment 
(517) 449-4895.  We look forward to your visit.  Check us out on the web 
www.sunfieldhistoricalsociety.com. 
 
32.  West Michigan Railroad Historical Society  

Depot: 371 N. Union St.  Sparta, MI 49345 
Mail: WMRHS, PO Box 150461 
Grand Rapids, MI 49515 
Phone 616.784.7264  Founded in 1969 to 
preserve and promote Michigan railroad history, 
we meet in our 1886 Toledo, Saginaw & 
Muskegon depot the 3rd Thursday of each 
month from April through November at 7 pm. 

November is our banquet month and December through February we meet in 
members’ homes.  We have many photos, artifacts, records, a boxcar with train 
layout, a roadrailer and a caboose. Each year we host Sparta school children 
to teach them about trains. Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday during 
Sparta’s Town and Country Days the 3rd weekend in July or other times by 
appointment. Email: suzannec@iserv.net  
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Look inside this booklet to learn more about the location, hours and unique qualities 
of each of the thirty-three museums or organizations of the Tri-River Historical 
Museum Network located along the Flat, Grand and Thornapple Rivers.  All invite you 
to come and discover or remember the rich 
history and charm of the area and its 
people, past and present.   
 
Bring your family and friends to take a look 
into the past to see what life was like before 
all of today’s modern technology. Keep this 
booklet handy for year ‘round reference as 
you travel West Michigan! 
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WWeesstteerrnn  MMiicchhiiggaann  
GGeenneeaallooggiiccaall  SSoocciieettyy  

  
  

                   OFFERING:   

 

• Monthly Meetings – 1st Saturday of the month September thru 
June. Holiday Weekends will be held on the 2nd Saturday. 1:30 p.m. 
Ryerson Auditorium, Grand Rapids Public Library, Downtown 
Branch, 111 Library Street, Grand Rapids, Michigan.  48503 

• Classes 
• DNA Meetings 
• Writer Group 
• Common Corners 

 

Everyone is Welcome 
 

WMGS.org 
CommonCorners.com  -  data.wmgs.org 


